
Library of Peace
For most of us, it’s hard to imagine our communities without public libraries. They are often much more than a building 
lined with books and information but serve as community hubs of learning activities, engagement and connection. Our 
access to an incredible range of resources about anything and everything has been an essential part of our growing up 
and learning. Not to mention all the story times, book clubs, and literary events that are also available to the community, 
young and old. Children and adults can be found bent over books or magazines, free from the distractions and challenges 
that face them in the world outside, reflecting and learning about whatever subjects interest them - magic, penguins or 
the creation stories of the First Nations of our region. 

And even though the internet has changed and challenged libraries and how people access information, nothing touches 
the welcome hush and learning possibilities libraries offer. They are a sanctuary. And more, libraries play essential roles in 
our democracy, ensuring ideas and information are accessible by promoting literacy for all people. Where else could you 
walk into a building empty handed and walk out carrying an armful of books to bring home and enjoy, books about 
anything you are curious about - for free! We are so very fortunate.

Now, can you imagine what it would be like NOT having your local library?! Sadly, not every community has one and not all 
children have access to the sanctuary we know libraries provide. Millions of people do not get to learn about the things 
they are curious about as easily as we do. Really. Whether it is poverty or politics or geography, many people do not 
experience libraries and do not live in peace and democracy so they can enjoy and learn like we do in them. How might we 
change this from our small corner in the Kootenays?

What about designing libraries for peace and justice? Places where ideas and information are available to all, where peace 
and justice are explored, experienced and expressed. We invite you to imagine a Library for Peace for those who need 
one. A library that would provide opportunities for people to ask questions, learn and share their experiences and ideas. 
What would such a library look like? What 
would a library that focuses on creating peace 
and justice for all feel like when you’re inside? 
And what would one do there?           

STEP ONE:STEP ONE: Open the conversation and 
concept of libraries of the future - in small 
groups or as a class depending on age/grade.

Think about what you love about libraries and the 
kinds of learning and play you do there.

Think about the ways libraries are democratic (what does 
this mean?). Are they inclusive?

What is considered knowledge and who are the knowledge 
keepers? How can we share and access this knowledge?

Do libraries inspire positive values? Like what? Could they do more or 
differently?

Explore what peace and justice are and how we see this in our 
community. Is there a way your library might increase the peace? 

Have you ever walked into a library and not been able to access what 
you want? Or, not seen you reflected in the books that are available to 
you?
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STEP TWO: Brainstorm and mind map - small groups

Brainstorm your ideas for bringing more peace and justice into the world. What is Peace?

What does justice look like? And empathy...

Now think about how libraries can support this, what can they do and offer to the community?

What do people need to know about so they can understand how to create a better world? What knowledge is 
needed?

How do they know and learn?

Who are the knowledge keepers? We have books and the internet but we also have people who know so much and 
share what they know in stories and conversation and while they are showing you how to do something. Who are 
these people in your community? (challenge idea that all knowledge and information comes from books/internet) 

STEP THREE: Design the best Library for Peace (solo or collaborate)

Imagine the space you think will make others feel safe and peaceful. What does it look like? What else do you want 
them to feel in this space?

What information/resources/knowledge is found in your library?

Does it link to anyone/thing/where else?

Will there be other activities and services in your library? Like what?

Describe this space, sketch it, make it - a model, a collage, a story - in draft form

Find a partner to share your ideas and design with, explain your design to them. Listen and welcome their reflections 
and then do the same for them - listen to their ideas and offer feedback

Reflect: Is your library going to encourage more peace and justice in the world? How?

Maybe there is some tweaking of your design after your conversation - what might you change?

List 10 books, films, podcasts, zines, music, people that you feel everyone should encounter 

STEP FOUR: Completion and Reflection

Finalize your design and reflect on how you feel this will help build more peace

Write this down or record yourself explaining your design or, write a story that illustrates how your library builds 
peace and empathy

Share both your design and your list of resources with your class.

 RESOURCES AND INSPIRATIONS
librariesforpeace.org

Empathy Library https://empathylibrary.com/

www.pinterest.ca/pin/386324474280998555

www.demcointeriors.com/blog/designing-library-spaces-for-children

www.designinglibraries.org.uk/documents/designing_libraries.pdf

Human Library; Empathy Museum  https://humanlibrary.org/

librariesforpeace.org
https://empathylibrary.com/
www.pinterest.ca/pin/386324474280998555
www.demcointeriors.com/blog/designing-library-spaces-for-children
www.designinglibraries.org.uk/documents/designing_libraries.pdf
https://humanlibrary.org/
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CURRICULAR CONNECTIONS
Create artistic works collaboratively and as an individual using ideas inspired by imagination, inquiry, experimentation, 
and purposeful play.

Develop personal and collective responsibility associated with creating, experiencing, or sharing in a safe learning 
environment.

Use the arts to communicate, respond to and understand environmental and global issues.

Experience art to challenge our point of view and expand our understanding of others.

Our School Program Coordinator would love to hear from you - questions and ideas are welcome. We want to support you 
and your students engaging in the curriculum expectations.  Please email Alison Talbot Kelly at 
schools@touchstonesnelson.ca.

Please consider sharing your work with Touchstones Nelson Museum. We would love to know what you learned and 
generated and would post digital expressions of your projects on our website.

 


