June 4, 1906
The Daily Canadian is
established by a local group of
Conservatives. They buy the
defunct Tribune’s printing press
and the Economist’s goodwill.

June 16, 2006

July 14, 1897

April 13, 1923

First issue of
The Economist, a weekly
published by D.M. Carley.

The weekly Kootenay
Times debuts,
published by Elmer
Hall. It only lasts until
November.

Debut of the Kootenay
Western Star, published
by Black Press, which
two years earlier
entered the local market
by establishing the
Castlegar News.

June 21, 1890
Debut issue of
The Miner, a weekly
published by John
Houston, Charles Ink,
and Gesner Allen.

August 1913

John Houston and
partners C.V. Dake
and W.J. MacKay
establish a rival
weekly to The Miner
called The Tribune.

2009

Debut of the West
Kootenay Weekender,
a supplement to local
Sterling Newspapers.

Launch of the online
News in the Koots
by the Seed Studio.
Within a year it is
complemented by
another site, the
Nelson Post. Both
last until 2012.

March 1960

1890
Dec. 1, 1892

May 3, 1996

Launch of
The Independent,
a tabloid-size weekly
magazine, published
by J.L. Thomas. It
lasts until May 1914.

April 22, 1902
F.J. Deane buys
the Nelson Daily
Miner. He renames
the paper The Daily
News and starts the
numbering over at
Vol. 1, No. 1.

Debut of the
Kootenay Graphic
News, a cheeky
tabloid run by
former Daily News
reporter Mickey
Carlton. It lasts until
Feb. 15, 1963.

Summer 2010

November 1988

The Nelson Daily is
launched online by
Lone Sheep Media,
edited by former
Daily News reporter
Tim Schaefer and
sports reporter
Bruce Fuhr.

First issue of arts and
culture monthly
What’s On, published
by Nelson Becker.

Oct. 3, 1990
What’s On goes
weekly and is
renamed the
Kootenay Weekly
Express. Later the
name is shortened
to The Express.

2019

July 3, 2008
Kootenay Western Star
renamed Nelson Star and
renumbered Vol. 1, No. 1.

The neon sign atop the Nelson Daily News
building (bottom) was a local landmark for over
30 years. It was removed in 1968 (top right)
and replaced with a projection sign (being
unloaded top left, and pictured on page iii).

Stop the presses! In February 2008, the Nelson Daily
News shut down its Goss Community press after 38
years. At top right, office manager and local historian
Greg Scott receives the final issue from pressman
Frank Teves. Timothy Schafer photos
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INTRODUCTION
“ The Miner is printed on Saturdays
provided the staff is sober.”
— Masthead, 1893
Since The Miner published its first edition in 1890,
Nelson has always had a newspaper (and often
more than one) to chronicle its evolution.
An active press and a thriving community went
hand-in-hand, especially in the 19th century and
early 20th century. As proprietors often lamented,
frontier newspapering was not lucrative. Multiple
papers indicated prosperity. If the lone paper went
broke, it didn’t bode well for the town’s future.
Papers of that era were unabashedly biased,
politically and otherwise, and invariably presented
a male, Eurocentric view — although they often
delighted in roasting each other rhetorically.
By today’s standards, those papers were also racist, sexist, and classist. They mostly ignored entire
segments of society, i.e. women or anyone who
wasn’t white. They didn’t hesitate to report details
of gruesome violence, yet resorted to euphemisms
with anything remotely sexual.
Nevertheless, much of what we know of Nelson
and West Kootenay’s history is thanks to its newspapers, which collectively form the largest and
greatest source of information about the city and
its environs.
Without them, our understanding of the past
would be much worse, even though their contents
must be read with a wary eye. Changing social
mores dictated what was covered and how it was
presented — and what was ignored. Newspapers
are windows in time, but their glass is clouded.

The hell-raising and economically volatile newspapers of the 1890s gradually gave way to more
editorially objective publications and, ultimately in
Nelson, to a single voice.
For much of the 20th century the Daily News
had the field to itself. Its circulation grew larger
than the city it served and it had one of Nelson’s
largest private payrolls. However, there were other
papers, most short-lived but a few — such as The
Express — lasted decades.
Kootenay News traces Nelson’s newspaper history from a modest weekly to a bustling daily to
today’s online publications.
It profiles pre-eminent figures in Nelson’s newspaper history, along with notable journalists who
got their start here or passed through en route to
prominence elsewhere.
This exhibit comes as newspapers and journalism in general face great uncertainty. The Internet
has upended traditional models of publishing and
advertising. In Nelson, this resulted in what would
once have been unthinkable: the demise of the venerable Daily News, a victim of declining revenue
and circulation. Other publications have stepped
in to fill the void in print and online.
How much longer printed newspapers will be
around in Nelson is anyone’s guess. But they haven’t disappeared just yet.
My thanks to Touchstones curator Arin Fay and
archivist J.P. Stienne for their assistance on this
exhibit and to Bronwyn Larsen of Hall Printing for
the design of the companion booklet.
— Greg Nesteroff

LEFT A new sign is installed on the Nelson Daily
News building in August 1968. It remained there until
the building’s sale in 2011. Ron Welwood arranged to
salvage it for the Touchstones collection.
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CHAPTER 1 KOOTENAY NEWS

the papers

EARLY NEWSPAPERS
Nelson’s first weekly newspaper, The Miner,
debuted on June 21, 1890. It was eight pages and
boasted of being the “Only paper in the Kootenay
Lake mining district.”
The Miner’s co-founder and publisher was John
Houston, who became founding mayor in 1897
and also served as MLA. But Houston was a divisive figure in his own lifetime, for his journalism,
politics, and personal behavior.

OPPOSITE The Nelson Daily News business office in
January 1913. Pictured from left, McDonald, H. Cecil
Grizzelle, circulation manager E.J. Patch, and accountant
Albert J. Dill.

One contemporary called him “a trail blazer, a
man of vision, a virile journalist, not always scrupulously correct in conduct or suavely spoken, but
physically and mentally strong.”
Houston previously ran a newspaper in New
Westminster and Donald — a railway town between
Revelstoke and Golden — that he brashly called
The Truth. But after silver was discovered on Toad
Mountain in the 1880s, Houston moved to Nelson
with partners Gesner Allen and the appropriately
named Charles Ink. They barged a printing press
down the Arrow Lakes to present-day Robson and
then shipped it by pack train to Nelson.
The first issue of The Miner was true to its name
and mostly reported mining news. Advertisers
included contractors, packers, hotels, realtors, barbershops, blacksmiths, and general merchants.
In 1892, Houston sold The Miner to David
Bogle and E.C. Whalley. But the new owners
should have sought a non-compete clause, for a
few months later Houston established a rival paper
called The Tribune.
In those days newspapers made no bones about
their political affiliations — The Miner was a Liberal
paper, The Tribune a Conservative paper. They frequently clashed.
One editorial in The Tribune read: “The Miner
says that animus and spleens and indecency have
characterized the writings of the editor of The
Tribune … The people must be tarred with the same
brush, for judging by the comparative circulations
of the two papers, four of five of them prefer the
LEFT John Houston founded Nelson’s first two newspapers,
and was also its founding mayor, but was highly
controversial in his own lifetime.
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animus and spleens and indecency of The Tribune the absence of owner John Houston, who abanto the senile drivel that has appeared in The Miner doned his wife and mayor’s chair for Nevada.
of late.”
A few months later The Economist issued its final
A third weekly title joined the field in 1897, The edition as well.
Economist, published by David M. Carley, who
Their places were soon taken by The Daily
remarked: “Many people in Nelson wonder why a Canadian, established by lumber baron A.E.
city this size has not reached the dignity of a daily Watts, and a group of Conservative lawyers who
paper. The reason is plain. No one stupid enough bought The Tribune’s printing press and The
has yet been found who would undertake such a Economist’s goodwill, installing David Carley as
stupendous work.”
manager.
The Economist was very different than The Miner
The paper operated until 1908, when largely
and The Tribune, more literary journal than news- the same group of owners bought The Daily News
paper. As historian Art Joyce writes, Carley had a from F.J. Deane, switching its Liberal voice to a
“personal, evocative style,” and “was a close obser- Conservative one.
ver of human nature, providing a vivid journalistic
They also bought the former London and BC
picture of what it was like to walk the streets of Goldfields building, which would be the Daily
Nelson over a century ago.”
News’ headquarters for more than a century.
The Miner became a six-dayThat left Nelson with a lone
per-week daily in 1898 and The
Conservative paper. In response,
Tribune soon followed suit.
former Daily News co-owner
In April 1902, Francis J. Deane
Victor Odlum started the Kootof the Kamloops Sentinel bought
enay Liberal on the old press of
the Nelson Daily Miner and
The Daily Canadian. However,
renamed it The Daily News. In his
the Liberal was sued for libel by a
FRANCIS J. DEANE
salutatory address, he promised:
Daily News co-owner and folded
“All the news that is news will be
in early 1909.
published.”
Except for The Independent,
The Tribune, meanwhile, suspended publication published in 1913–14, and the Kootenay Times,
after failing to meet its payroll and later re-emerged published in 1923, the Daily News had the field to
as a weekly. It folded in 1905, unable to overcome itself for decades to come.

“All the news
that is news will
be published.”
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TOP LEFT The Nelson Daily News
job press department is seen on
Jan. 18, 1913. Pictured from left, W.S.
Stanley, Rance C. Blanchard, and
S.A.R. Macdonald.
TOP CENTER The Nelson Daily
News book bindery, ca. 1912–13.
TOP RIGHT The Nelson Daily News
composing room, ca. 1912–13.

PUNCHING ABOVE ITS WEIGHT
For much of its existence, the Daily News was
Nelson’s sole newspaper as well as West Kootenay’s
paper of record. Its heyday stretched from the
1910s to the 1970s.
Under the guidance of longtime publisher
Frank Payne, its coverage area grew to the entire
Kootenay-Boundary and beyond, thanks to a network of more than 40 correspondents. It was
distributed from the Okanagan to southern Alberta.
In the 1940s, the paper was named best in North
America in its circulation category by Editor and
Publisher magazine.
In 1957, the Daily News completed a two-year,
$150,000 renovation to its building, doubling
the overall floor space. Meanwhile, radio station
CKLN, launched by the newspaper in 1939, moved

its studios to the second floor of the Daily News
building.
By this time, the Daily News had a staff of 56
and a payroll of $200,000 per year— reputedly the
third largest private payroll in Nelson, after the
CPR and Kootenay Forest Products.
The Daily News long boasted that it was the
only newspaper in Canada with a circulation larger
than the city it served — which peaked at 10,000 in
1968. Later, a different claim would be made: that
Nelson was the smallest community in the country
with a daily newspaper.
BOTTOM LEFT Linotype operators are seen at work at the
Nelson Daily News in the 1950s.
BOTTOM RIGHT The press used at the Nelson Daily News
from 1930–70 was formerly used at the Vancouver Star and
may have been 70 years old by the time it was retired.
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LEFT TOP Nelson Daily News composing room,
date unknown.
LEFT BOTTOM The Nelson Daily News newsroom
is seen ca. 1950s with editor Art Gibbon standing
and front-page editor Doris Bradshaw at right.
RIGHT The Nelson Daily News’ longtime home at
266 Baker Street is seen in the 1950s. The homes
at far right were removed as part of the newspaper’s
expansion in 1957.
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SALE TO STERLING
When Conrad Black breezed into the West
Kootenay in 1973, few locals had ever heard of
him. The future newspaper magnate arrived with
partners David Radler and Peter White to buy
the Trail Daily Times and Nelson Daily News for
$1.5 million.
The trio’s company, Sterling Ventures, already
owned the Prince Rupert Daily News and a stable
of papers in eastern Canada.
According to Radler, they phoned dozens of proprietors in B.C. to see if they were interested in
selling, and “most of them hung up.”
But on the Nelson and Trail papers: “We phoned
the owners at least 20 times at two-week intervals.
But once an initial agreement had been reached,
we clinched the deal in 11 minutes.”
The papers’ longtime owners were the Green
family. Conservative Senator Robert Green, who
became president of the News Publishing Co. in
1923, had been Kaslo’s founding mayor.
Green’s son, Major Robert H. Green, became
board chair in 1937 and took over as president upon
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his father’s death in 1946. The younger Green’s
wife Margaret in turn succeeded him when he died
in 1969.
The Greens were benign if not benevolent owners. But the sale to Sterling marked the end of the
newspapers’ heyday.
It was announced in a brief front-page story on
June 12, 1973: “Mr. Radler said the new company
will endeavor to continue serving the Kootenay
community with a sensible approach to news and
policy commitments.”

At the time, both papers were six days a week;
the Daily News had a circulation of 8,800 and the
Times 5,800, numbers that were about to drop.
They would also lose their Saturday editions.
Black and Radler’s cost-cutting techniques were
legendary, right down to rationing pencils and toilet paper. But mostly they eliminated staff.
“My job was to hand out pink slips for the
next while which wasn’t any fun,” says former
LEFT TOP In 1973, Conrad Black, David Radler, and Peter
White bought the Nelson Daily News from its longtime
owner, the Green family.
LEFT BOTTOM Nelson Daily News reporter Dar Tost
(centre) speaks to teacher Judy Bradford during a journalism
class tour in 1971.
BELOW Nelson Daily News pressman Bill Rozinkin tours
cadets around, 1970s.
In 1970, the Nelson Daily News installed a new printing
press, replacing a previous one that had been in use for
40 years.

editor Steve Bareham, whose newsroom of 11 was
chopped in half. “It was such a radical change in
such a short time that I couldn’t and didn’t want
to deal with it anymore. I think we had five people
when I left.”

ALTERNATIVE MEDIA
Between the 1960s and ‘80s, several new publications challenged or complemented the Nelson
Daily News.
• The Kootenay Graphic News (1960–63), operated by former Daily News reporter Mickey
Carlton, emphasized photography and featured
sensational headlines and gossip.
• The Arrow (1973–76) was an alternative cooperative magazine that emphasized labour
issues and the arts. Although based in Castlegar,
its coverage was regional.
• Images (1973–91) was a monthly West Kootenay
women’s paper that grew out of the Nelson
Women’s Centre newsletter.
Founded by Marcia Braundy, it was subsequently produced by a collective that also
included Bonnie Baker, Joy Green, Moe
Lyons, Wendy Hurst, and nearly 200 others.
As the voice of a coalition of local women’s
groups, Braundy says it provided “both militant
analysis and social commentary on the laws of
the land. It provided an examination and celebration of Kootenay women’s lives and culture, in
active solidarity with women all over the world.”
Images was published in Castlegar and
Nelson but had a cross-Canada readership. It
devoted issues to sexuality, reproductive rights,
feminism, and violence against women, among
other themes.
• Kootenay Rapport (1976–77) was an alternative buy and sell weekly, published by poet Rex
McKenzie (aka Amor DeCosmos), intended to
make up for the loss of the Saturday edition of
the Nelson Daily News.
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SIGNING OFF
In 1935, the Nelson Daily News installed
a three-sided flashing neon sign on its
roof, which became a local landmark.
Within months, it also played a role in
one of the strangest incidents in the
city’s history.
On October 30, 1935, a Northwest
Airlines plane bound from Helena to
Spokane with five passengers on board
strayed off course in foggy weather and
ended up over Nelson.
A passenger spotted the flashing
Daily News sign and speculation about
their location began. They thought of

Tacoma and Ellensburg, Wash., and
Wallace, Idaho, but never imagined they
might be in BC.
As gas ran low, the pilot made an
emergency landing on a Rosemont farm,
now the site of Selkirk College. No one
was hurt and the plane was only slightly
damaged. Only then was the mystery of
the Daily News sign solved.
The deteriorating sign was removed
in 1968 and replaced with a projecting
sign, which was in turn removed after
the building was sold in 2011. It’s now in
the Touchstones collection.

ABOVE In 1935, the Nelson Daily News installed a flashing threesided sign on its roof, which was a local landmark for more than 30
years – and once acted as a beacon for a wayward plane.
RIGHT The rooftop sign was dismantled in 1968 and replaced with
a more modest but equally iconic projecting sign.
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• Kootenay Reporter (1980–82) was a unique
experiment, published as a Selkirk College student paper but with a broader community reach
and an emphasis on labour and social issues.
Later run by the Kootenay Journalism Society,
it briefly published both student and community editions.
• Kootenay Lake Review (1983–86, formerly the
Riondel Review) was a monthly-turned-biweekly, edited by Luanne Armstrong and then
John Edwards, focusing on the East Shore of
Kootenay Lake.
Its place was taken by Kootenay Review (1987–
95), published by Alvin Dunic. It introduced
Kootenay Cameos, Bruce Patterson’s popular
series of heritage site sketches. The paper was
sold in 1988 to Lorna and Marty Lynch and for
a time prominent author Barry Broadfoot contributed columns.
The Review was sold again in 1995 to Roy
Heuckendorff, who turned it into a shopper,
but it soon folded.

SWITCH TO AFTERNOONS
In 1987, after a lifetime as a morning daily, the
Nelson Daily News became an afternoon paper. The
publisher justified it by noting that it was thought
to be “the only small-town English-language
Canadian daily still publishing in the morning.”
But the reaction was outrage. As Suzy Hamilton
wrote in the Kootenay Business Journal: “Right off
the bat, the Nelson Daily News lost at least 800
captive readers at Cominco [in Trail] who picked
up a paper going on or off the morning shift.
Despite a 2,000-name petition pleading with the
paper to return their old familiar coffee companion to the mornings, the Nelson Daily News went
to afternoons.”

ABOVE Nelson Daily
News staff Kathleen
Rodgers, Doris
Bradshaw, and Gerald
Rotering are seen
on the occasion of
Bradshaw’s retirement
in April 1984.
LEFT Ryon Guedes
was editor of the
Nelson Daily News for
most of the 1980s.
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Circulation dropped by at least 1,000, down
to 5,000 — at least 3,800 less than when Sterling
bought the paper.
The following year, Sterling launched the
Kootenay Sunday Journal, partly to smooth over
hard feelings about the move to afternoons. It
included features and TV listings and was initially
sent free to all subscribers. But later it moved to
paid circulation before folding, with the publisher
huffing about a lack of support from readers and
advertisers.
Also that year, the Trail pressroom closed,
and the Trail Daily Times began to be printed in
Nelson (along with Sterling’s other West Kootenay/
Boundary papers).

The new Kootenay Weekly Express, initially
under editor Donna Macdonald, gave the established but increasingly moribund Nelson Daily
News a run for its money throughout the 1990s and
into the 2000s, although they managed a tentative
co-existence.
The Express was a fun publication, known for
its annual April Fool’s Day edition, and features
like Street Talk and Fishheads and Flowers. It also
spawned a book based on the comic strip Travis T.
by local cartoonist Chris Rohrmoser.
By comparison, the Daily News looked tired
and unimaginative. Its steep decline was finally
arrested in the late 1990s and it was recognized in
2000 with the John P. Fisher Award for media support of the arts.

ENTER THE EXPRESS
A third key event occurred in 1988: Nelson Becker
moved to town to open a coffeehouse and music
venue, but was forced to make alternate plans
when city council nixed his attempt to rezone the
Scandinavian Church.
He intended to publish an events calendar as part
of his coffeehouse proposal, so he founded What’s
On, a monthly entertainment magazine that he
later described as “an overly ambitious attempt to
give every local performer and every concert/play/
performance some ink.”
“I owe my success to ignorance,” Becker wrote
in Paper Trails: A History of BC and Yukon
Community Newspapers. “If had known how long
and what it would take to publish a successful community newspaper, I might never have started.
Thank goodness for bad bookkeeping!”
After two years, Becker decided What’s On was
“a monthly prescription for losing money. The only
way to make it financially viable was to transform
ourselves into a weekly — and not as a magazine,
but as a newspaper.”
When he told his employees, they were “uniformly horrified,” but “it did not take long for the
staff to realize that yes, it could be done!”
10 ––––––––––––––– TH E PAPE RS

ABOVE Nelson Becker holds the first issue of the
Kootenay Weekly Express from 1990. Becker published the
independent paper from 1988–2011, first as the What’s On
monthly. Bill Metcalfe photo

FINAL EDITIONS
In 2004, Black Press entered the West Kootenay
market by launching a weekly newspaper in
Castlegar. The Victoria-based company, with
numerous other papers in BC and elsewhere, is
owned by David Black (no relation to Conrad).
Black Press named Chuck Bennett as its group
publisher for the Kootenays in 2007. Bennett grew
up in Nelson, delivered the Daily News, and occasionally contributed sports stories. He spent many
years working as a reporter, editor, sales rep, and
publisher at newspapers in the Okanagan and
on Vancouver Island before he and wife Karen
returned to Nelson.

Under Bennett, Black Press added another
regional title, the Kootenay Western Star, which
in 2008 was reborn as the weekly Nelson Star.
Karen became the Star’s operations manager, then
publisher.
Meanwhile, Glacier Media bought the Nelson
Daily News from Sterling along with its sister
papers in BC in 2006 for $121 million.
Seed Studio launched News in the Koots in
2009, an online publication overseen by former
Express editor Chris Shepherd. An affiliated site,
the Nelson Post, was introduced the following year.
TOP LEFT Bob Hall was editor of the Nelson Daily News
2002–10 and the Nelson Star 2010–13.
TOP RIGHT Chuck and Karen Bennett helped expand
Black Press’ presence in the West Kootenay.
BOTTOM LEFT The Nelson Daily News launched a new
website in 1998.
BOTTOM RIGHT The online Nelson Daily was founded in
2010 by two former Daily News employees.
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The sites contained a mix of original reporting,
stories aggregated from other local media outlets,
and some experiments such as live-blogging of city
council meetings.
This gave Nelson three newspapers (a daily and
two weeklies), an online source, a smattering of
less-frequent publications, two private radio stations and a community radio station, all fighting
to some extent for the same ad dollars. This level
of media coverage, while a boon for readers and
advertisers, proved unsustainable.
Many longstanding newspapers in North
America closed beginning in 2009, as the Internet
disrupted traditional advertising mediums and
news consumption. Nelson was not immune.
In 2010, Black Press announced its purchase of
many Glacier Media assets in BC, including the
Nelson Daily News and West Kootenay Weekender
(an insert in Glacier’s local papers, produced
in Nelson).
A few days later, it announced it would shut down
the Daily News, putting 25 people out of work.
Black Press also bought and closed the Prince
Rupert Daily News along with two small weeklies.
Its chief operating officer said combined, the four
papers lost $1 million in the previous year. The
Nelson Daily News’ daily circulation had by then
dipped to 2,000.
The Nelson Daily News published its final edition
on July 16, 2010. The Black Press-owned Nelson
Star then increased its frequency from weekly to

twice weekly and hired former Daily News editor
Bob Hall as its editor. Hall had been with the Daily
News since 1995.
Two former Daily News journalists, Tim Schafer
and Bruce Fuhr, launched an online publication
in 2010, The Nelson Daily, under the Lone Sheep
Publishing banner, which also had online papers
in Castlegar, Rossland, and Grand Forks. Fuhr
had been Daily News sports editor since 1989. The
Nelson Daily continues to publish.
A second Nelson newspaper folded in 2011, when
The Express published its final edition. Publisher
Nelson Becker blamed the closure on aggressive
competition from the Nelson Star, losing Safeway
ads and a contract to produce leisure guides, plus
the City of Nelson’s decision to run its monthly
newsletter in the Star rather than The Express.
The Express lived on for a while as an e-edition
and continues as the What’s On weekly e-newsletter.
In early 2012, Chris Shepherd left News in the
Koots. The site did not long outlast him.
The bi-weekly Valley Voice, published in New
Denver since 1992 and distributed in Nelson, is
now an anomaly among community newspapers,
as it remains independently owned. Its coverage
area includes the Slocan Valley, the Arrow Lakes,
and Kaslo.
Other independent publications of note are the
monthly East Shore Mainstreet, established in
1991, and the Salmo Valley Newsletter, published
by volunteers since 1983.

LEFT The online publication News in the Koots
combined original reporting with aggregated stories from
other media outlets.
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ERROR BY
OMISSION
Newspapers can be judged not only by
what they print but what they exclude.
From its beginning, Nelson’s press
routinely ignored entire segments of
society — when it wasn’t condemning
their existence.
Stories routinely mentioned ethnicity, even when it had nothing to do with
the issue at hand. Racial slurs found
their way into headlines. First Nations
were rarely mentioned. Women were
largely ignored.
What little appeared about Nelson’s
Chinese population was seldom flattering. John Houston, who founded The
Miner and The Tribune, wrote virulently
racist editorials.
F.J. Deane, who later founded
the Daily News, was secretary of the
Commission on Chinese Labor, which
travelled the province before concluding “the further immigration of Chinese
laborers into Canada ought to be
prohibited.”
When the commission was in Nelson,
The Miner ran a scathing editorial
urging the prohibition of Chinese immigrants and describing them as “filthy,
immoral piece of human machinery
— not a man in the sense in which the
word is used by civilized peoples.”

Houston, then MLA for Nelson, testified in front of the commission, calling
for an increase in the head tax to $1,000
(it had recently been doubled from $50
to $100).
During World War II, the Daily News
covered the internment of JapaneseCanadians in the West Kootenay without speaking to any of them.
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June 4, 1906
The Daily Canadian is
established by a local group of
Conservatives. They buy the
defunct Tribune’s printing press
and the Economist’s goodwill.

Jan. 1, 1899
The Tribune follows The
Miner’s lead and goes daily.
Dec. 1, 1898

May 1906

The Miner becomes the Nelson
Daily Miner, published Tuesday
through Sunday.

July 14, 1897
June 21, 1890

Final issue of The Economist.

July 1922

Nov. 11, 1905
Final issue of
The Tribune.
The newspaper is
unable to overcome
the absence of its
publisher, John
Houston, who skips
town for Nevada.

First issue of The
Economist, a weekly
published by D.M. Carley.

Debut issue of
The Miner, a weekly
published by John
Houston, Charles Ink,
and Gesner Allen.

August 1913
Launch of The
Independent, a
tabloid-size weekly
magazine, published
by J.L. Thomas. It
lasts until May 1914.

1900
April 25, 1892

Feb. 25, 1902

The Miner is sold
to David Bogle and
E.P. Whalley. The
Miner changes hands
frequently over the
next decade.

The Tribune runs
into financial
difficulties and
temporarily suspends
publication.
April 22, 1902

Dec. 1, 1892
John Houston and
partners C.V. Dake
and W.J. MacKay
establish a rival
weekly to The Miner
called The Tribune.

F.J. Deane buys
the Nelson Daily
Miner. He renames
the paper The Daily
News and starts the
numbering over at
Vol. 1, No. 1.
August 1902
The Tribune resumes
publication as a weekly.

1910
April 1908
F.J. Deane sells The
Daily News. He later
buys the Cranbrook
Herald but dies in 1913
following a severe attack
of “nervous prostration”
from overwork.
May 2, 1908
Final issue of The Daily Canadian.
The paper folds as its ownership is
largely the same Conservative group
that bought The Daily News.
June 19, 1908
First issue of the weekly Kootenay
Liberal, founded by Victor Odlum
and published on the old press
of the Daily Canadian. The paper
folds in early 1909.
September 1908
The Daily News buys the
former London and BC
Gold Fields building at 216
Baker (later renumbered
266 Baker).
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The Daily News and
Canadian Auto and
Electrical Co. launch
the first radio station
in West Kootenay,
CJCB. It remains on
the air, sporadically,
until 1924.

1920

April 13, 1923
The weekly Kootenay
Times debuts,
published by Elmer
Hall. It only lasts until
November.

July 1939

1923
Sen. Robert Green of
Kaslo becomes president
of the News Publishing
Co. The Green family
eventually takes full
ownership of both the
Nelson Daily News and
Trail Daily Times.

Feb. 1, 1937

Fire strikes the Nelson
Daily News pressroom.
While firefighters battle
the blaze, the paper’s
forms are rushed to Trail
in a blizzard to be printed
at the Daily Times. This
continues for three days
until operations returned
to normal.

1930
1927
A one-storey addition
is constructed on the
east side of the Daily
News building to
house the commercial
printing department
and bindery.

For the second time,
the Nelson Daily
News launches a
radio station. CKLN is
based out of a building
in Fairview, on what’s
now Radio Avenue.

1930
The Daily News installs
a Goss Straightliner
rotary press. It replaces
a slow-moving flatbed
press that took four
hours to print the
paper. The new press
can produce 10,000
copies in an hour.

March 1960
Debut of the
Kootenay Graphic
News, a cheeky
tabloid run by
former Daily News
reporter Mickey
Carlton. It lasts until
Feb. 15, 1963.

November 1946
Major R.H.
Green of Victoria
becomes
president of the
News Publishing
Co. upon the
death of his father.

1940
1940s
The Nelson Daily News is
named the best paper in North
America in its circulation
category by Editor and
Publisher magazine.

1960

1950

April 1957
Feb. 6, 1952
The Nelson Daily
News stops the
presses, literally,
after learning
shortly before 3
a.m. of the death
of King George
VI. The front page
is remade for a
second edition.

The Nelson Daily
News completes a
two-year renovation
of its building,
including a new
southwest wing
to house the
commercial printing
department.
1957
CKLN moves from
Fairview to the
second floor of
the Nelson Daily
News, in the former
newsroom and
composing room.
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June 12, 1973

1968
The Nelson Daily News’
circulation peaks at
10,000.
CKLN is sold to
Kokanee Broadcasting
Ltd., changes its call
letters to CKKC, and
vacates the second
floor of the Nelson Daily
News building.

The Green family
announces the sale
of the Nelson Daily
News and Trail Daily
Times to Conrad
Black, David Radler,
and Peter White of
Sterling Ventures Ltd.
for approximately $1.5
million. The sale marks
the end of the paper’s
heyday as Sterling
begins slashing staff.

Oct. 3, 1990

October 1987
The Nelson Daily News
becomes an afternoon
paper. Circulation
drops to 5,000.

October 1975
Saturday edition of
the Nelson Daily
News discontinued.

1990

1970
March 1969
News Publishing Co.
president Maj. R.H.
Green dies. His wife
Margaret succeeds
him as president.

1980
1981
The first computers
come to the Nelson
Daily News.

Oct. 28, 1970

March 1981

First issue of the Nelson
Daily News printed using
a new Goss Community
web offset press.

An editorial by
Sterling Newspapers
president David
Radler appears in
the Nelson Daily
News, erroneously
criticizing local MP
Lyle Kristiansen for
showing disrespect
to U.S. President
Ronald Regan.
July 1981
A column by Nelson
Daily News sports
editor Murray Greig
criticizing feminists
leads to 45 people
picketing the office and
lots of angry letters.
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What’s On goes
weekly and is
renamed the
Kootenay Weekly
Express. Later the
name is shortened
to The Express.

February 1988
The Trail pressroom
closes. The Nelson
Daily News
begins printing the
Trail Times (and
subsequently other
Sterling-owned West
Kootenay/Boundary
papers).

November 1988
First issue of arts and
culture monthly What’s
On, published by
Nelson Becker.

2009
May 3, 1996

June 16, 2006

Debut of the West
Kootenay Weekender,
a supplement to local
Sterling Newspapers.

Debut of the Kootenay
Western Star, published
by Black Press, which
two years earlier
entered the local market
by establishing the
Castlegar News.

1995
A jury orders the Nelson
Daily News to pay a
woman $19,000 in
damages for breach of
privacy after her name is
published in a story about
a sexual assault case
despite a publication ban.

Feb. 2, 2011

2010

Jan. 12, 2006
Sterling Newspapers sells
the Nelson Daily News
and its sister papers in
the Kootenays to Glacier
Ventures International for
$121.7 million.

2000
The Nelson Daily News
wins the John P. Fisher
award for media support
of the arts.

2000

Mid-1990s
Nelson Daily News
launches its first
website — text only and
updated infrequently.
A new home page,
nelsondailynews.com,
goes live in 1998.
It disappears after
a few years, then is
redesigned and relaunched in 2009.

The Express folds
after 22 years as
an independent
newspaper.

Launch of the online
News in the Koots
by the Seed Studio.
Within a year it is
complemented by
another site, the
Nelson Post. Both
last until 2012.

Late 1990s
Digital photography
is introduced at
The Express and the
Nelson Daily News,
rendering darkrooms
redundant.

Feb. 28, 2008
The last edition of the
Nelson Daily News
printed in Nelson rolls
off the presses. The
paper moves its printing
to Cranbrook and
switches to a compact
tab format.

July 2010

May 3, 2018

Black Press
buys most of the
Kootenay assets of
Glacier Media and
announces plans to
close the Nelson
Daily News and
West Kootenay
Weekender and lay
off 25 employees.

The Nelson
Star reverts
to weekly
publication,
the first time
since 1892
that Nelson has
been served in
print by a lone
weekly.

July 16, 2010
Final edition of
the Nelson Daily
News after more
than 108 years.

April 22, 2002

July 3, 2008

July 2010

The Nelson Daily News
marks its centennial.

Kootenay Western Star
renamed Nelson Star
and renumbered Vol. 1,
No. 1.

In the wake of the
Daily News’ closure,
the Black Pressowned Nelson Star
becomes twice
weekly and hires
former Daily News
editor Bob Hall

November 2002
An ad appears in the Nelson
Daily News on the eve of the
municipal election claims the
BC Federation of Labour has
endorsed several candidates.
But the ad is bogus. Police
investigate, but no charges
are laid.
December 2002
A judge dismisses a libel suit
brought by city councillor
Doug Jay against the Nelson
Daily News over a 2001 story
about the BC Liberal party
rejecting his application to
run as a candidate due to his
criminal record.

August 2008
The Nelson Daily News
celebrates a century
in its building at 266
Baker Street. However,
plans are afoot to build
a new office next door.
A preliminary design is
presented to city council
but it never gets off the
ground.

Summer 2010
The Nelson Daily is
launched online by
Lone Sheep Media,
edited by former
Daily News reporter
Tim Schaefer and
sports reporter
Bruce Fuhr.
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The staff of the Nelson Daily News is seen
in a photo taken May 5, 1912.
Back row from left F.J. Smyth,
job compositor and author of Tales of the
Kootenays; A.B.S. Stanley, job compositor;
William Swanell, accountant;
W.H. Bellemaine, leased wire operator;
H.L. Lukens, relieving operator;
James Lightbody, reporter; F.F. Payne,
city editor, later publisher; W. Walker,
caretaker; E.H.H. Stanley, proofreader;
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Cecil Grizzelle, clerk.

Second row from top James Holden,
linotype operator; J.E. Steele, mailing clerk;
G.L. Thelin, pressman; George Priest,
ad compositor; H.W. Falconer, linotype
operator; O.S. Jones, linotype operator;
S.A.R. Macdonald, ad manager;
E.J. Patch, circulation manager; Thomas Nute,
job pressman; W.J. Hill, linotype operator
Front row T.J. Walsh, linotype machinist;
Gretchen Phair, stenographer;
May McVicar, circulation department;
Mrs. E.J. Patch, circulation department;

W.G. Foster, editor and manager;
E.G. Rooke, news editor; G.R. Clark,
newsroom foreman; W.S. Stanley, job
department foreman; Rance Blanchard,
apprentice job presses.
On floor R. Whitehead, press apprentice;
Jesse Chapman, newsroom apprentice,
S.J. McDonald, messenger.
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CHAPTER 2 KOOTENAY NEWS

the people

NOTEWORTHY NAMES IN NELSON
NEWSPAPERING
The Nelson Daily News’ success over the decades
was thanks to some brilliant minds on the editorial,
advertising, and composing sides.
• Garland Foster edited the Daily News from
1908 until enlisting for World War I in 1915. He
was killed in France late in the war.
• Francis F. Payne, credited with the paper’s financial success in the first half of the 20th century,
started as a reporter in 1908, and worked his
way up to city editor and managing editor, before
being named publisher in 1918. He remained in
that position until his death in 1949.

OPPOSITE An unidentified Nelson Daily News carrier
hawks his wares outside the paper’s office, 1976. It took
a small army of drivers and delivery people to put the
newspaper on doorsteps throughout the West Kootenay
each day.

• Bert Currie retired as managing editor of the
Daily News in 1949 after nearly 40 years with
the paper. He was legendary for the lengths he
would go to for a story, including rowing the
length of Kootenay Lake.
• Currie’s successor as editor was Art Gibbon,
who spent 47 years at the paper until retiring in
1975. Under Gibbon, the Daily News became a
breeding ground for many young journalists. He
was posthumously honored when Kiwanis Park
in Rosemont was named after him.

• Harry Procter was a prolific writer for the Daily
News from 1937 to 1954 and for magazines and
newspapers across Canada and US. He later
became the highly respected administrator of
Kootenay Lake hospital (and was recognized
with the Freedom of the City).

TOP Art Gibbon worked for the Nelson Daily News from
1928 to 1975, most of those years as editor. He’s seen here
ca. 1950s going over the dummy for the next day’s paper.
LEFT Longtime Nelson Daily News reporter/editors
Bert Currie and Harry Procter with the tools of the trade,
ca. 1930s.
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• Doris Bradshaw, who worked in the newsroom
from 1952 until 1984, was one of the paper’s
best-known faces. She spent 17 years combing
reams of wire copy to meet a daily requirement
of 25 stories on the front page. She also wrote
a popular column, Odds and Ends, and maintained the newspaper’s morgue, now held by
Touchstones Nelson.
• Cecil Ramsden was publisher of the Daily
News from 1948 to 1963, and spearheaded a
large expansion of the paper’s offices. He was
later publisher of the Nanaimo Free Press.
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• Daily News 1970s reporter Gerald Rotering,
in the footsteps of John Houston, served
as Nelson’s mayor from 1985–90. Donna
Macdonald, editor of The Express in the early
1990s, was a Nelson city councillor for 19 years.
• On the back end, pressman Bill Rozinkin
worked at the Daily News for 45 years, from
1943 to 1988. Duncan Darough spent 46 years
as a press operator, linotype maintenance man
and composing room foreman.
Keiron Chapman worked in the press room
from 1974–2008, including as foreman from
1977–86 and 1987–2006. Production manager

Warren Garner spent 47 years at the Daily
News, from 1959 to 2006, and probably adapted
to more technological change than anyone else.
Three generations of the Brown family helped
run the press: William Sr. was foreman from
1920–50; his four sons and a grandson all worked
there as well, for a combined 140 years’ service.
TOP LEFT Cecil Ramsden was publisher of the Nelson
Daily News from 1948–63 and oversaw a large expansion of
the building in 1957.
TOP RIGHT Nelson Daily News pressman William Brown,
seen here in the 1940s, spent 30 years with the newspaper.
BOTTOM LEFT J.J. Boyd spent 41 years as a printer at
the Nelson Daily News, retiring in 1960 at age 72.

worked at the Daily News until 1938, when he
became editor of the Nanaimo Free Press.
• Leslie Drew was a reporter at the Daily News
from 1947–60. She was later city editor of the
Victoria Daily Colonist.
• Jean Baker was a Daily News reporter from
1958–65, then editor of the Burnaby Courier
and Richmond Review.
• Michael Bate, a Daily News reporter in the
1960s, founded the national edition of the satirical magazine Frank.
• 1960s Daily News reporter Don Cayo’s 50-year
career saw him serve as a Vancouver Sun columnist and editorial page editor in the 2000s.

BOTTOM RIGHT Warren Garner spent 47 years with the
Nelson Daily News, retiring in 2006 as production manager.
Behind him is composing room staff Roy Sweet, Carol
Landis, Jim Helgren, and Chris Gallie. Garner, Helgren,
Landis, and Gallie all worked together for more than 30
years. Darren Davidson photo

• 1960s Daily News sports editor John Korobanik became travel editor of the Edmonton
Journal. His career spanned more than 40 years.

Others passed through Nelson en route to prominent careers elsewhere:

BELOW Mario Toneguzzi and Larry Scanlan both worked
at the Nelson Daily News in 1979–80 as sports editor and
editor respectively. Toneguzzi went on to a 35-year career at
the Calgary Herald while Scanlan became an author and the
executive producer of Morningside with Peter Gzowski on
CBC Radio.

• Robert Renwick, who edited The Miner, The
Tribune, and The Daily News, was later BC’s
deputy commissioner of lands and works and
publisher of the Prince George Citizen.
• Victor Odlum co-owned The Daily News ca.
1907–08 and ran the Kootenay Liberal in 1908–
09. Later he owned the Vancouver Daily Star
and served as Canada’s high commissioner to
Australia and ambassador to Turkey.
• Novelist Hubert Evans was a reporter for the
Daily News in 1918 and correspondent from
the 54th Kootenay Battalion’s camp in Vernon.
The Hubert Evans Non-Fiction Prize was established in his honour in 1985.
• Bill Curran started as a Daily News reporter in
1912. He became publisher of the Trail Daily
Bulletin in 1928. His nephew Jim Curran
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ABOVE Jim Sinclair, a news and sports reporter at the
Nelson Daily News in the early 1980s, went on to a 15-year
stint as president of the BC Federation of Labour.

• Lecia Stewart, a Daily News reporter in the
1970s, became a transportation executive. She
headed the SkyTrain extension in the Lower
Mainland in the early 2000s and was later a
vice-president at Bombardier.
• Tracy Gilchrist, a Daily News reporter in 1994–
95, went on to 16 years as editor of the Trail
Daily Times and then city editor and editor of
the Kamloops Daily News.
• David Carrigg, who freelanced for the Daily
News in the late 1990s, became city editor of The
Vancouver Sun and Province in the 2010s.
• Ethan Baron, editor of The Express in the late
1990s, became a reporter and columnist at The
Province, and spent time on assignment in
Afghanistan. He’s now a business reporter for
the San Jose Mercury News.

24 ––––––––––––––– THE PE O PLE

• Stephen Harris, editor of The Express 1999–
2001, became a speechwriter for Premier
Gordon Campbell and the director of BC government communications.

This April 1952 photo captured the Nelson Daily News’ longest serving
employees. At front, Amelia Thompson, who started in 1918, and worked
in various departments into her 90s, and from left, linotype operator Victor
L. Davies, who began in 1931 and eventually became publisher; composing
room foreman S.N. Fawcett (1929), bindery foreman J.J. Boyd (1919),
editor Art Gibbon (1928), commercial printing sales manager C.D. Pearson
(1929), and linotype operator Duncan A. Darrough (1925).

Nelson further produced notable journalists who
grew up here but didn’t actually work here, such as
George Ferguson, editor of the Montreal Star from
1947–68; John Virtue, who covered Latin America
for United Press International before becoming
executive editor of El Mundo, a Spanish-language

daily in San Juan; and Sean Kilpatrick, a Canadian
Press photographer based in Ottawa.
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The Daily News reporters’ room is seen in 1913.
The names of the employees are not known.
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GETTING
THE SCOOP
Daily News reporter Bert Currie got
the scoop of his life one night in 1924,
when a CPR callboy tipped him about
a train explosion between Grand Forks
and Castlegar. Currie met with the
superintendent, who confirmed a coach
had blown up with multiple fatalities.
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He had the story on the front
page that morning and filed the first
dispatch to the Canadian Press —
impressive even by modern standards,
although the initial story missed the
key details that Doukhobor leader
Peter (Lordly) Verigin and Grand
Forks-Greenwood MLA John McKie
were among the victims.

WOMEN OF THE NEWS
While it’s not clear who the first woman to work
in newspapering in Nelson was, it may have been
Eva Chapman, listed in the 1910 civic directory as
a stenographer for the Daily News. Sadly, she was a
victim in 1919 of the Spanish flu. Her obituary said
she worked at the newspaper for 11 years.
• Photographs reveal several other women
employed at the Daily News in the 1910s,
including stenographer Gretchen Fair as well
as May McVicar and Mrs. E.J. Patch in the
circulation department.
• Amelia Thompson joined the Daily News in 1918
at age 56. While that would be close to retirement
age for most, she was just getting started.
She worked in circulation, advertising, classifieds, commercial printing, and accounts
receivable for 39 years. She was still coming in
a couple of times a month at age 94 when a broken hip finally forced her to retire.
• Mary Vigneaux began writing a social column
for the Daily News in 1922 that ran for more
than 30 years.
• The Robertson sisters, Jeanne and Laleah,
were both employed in the Daily News’ editorial
department in the 1930s, Laleah as editor of the
women’s page. Patricia Nicholson was a reporter
for the Daily News from 1942–45. Doreen
Flemming started as a reporter about 1947.
• By the early 1950s, six of the ten newsroom
staffers were women, which was attributed to “a
hangover from the Second World War when the
male supply was curtailed by the armed forces.”
They were Leslie Drew (Holmes), Fern
Cooper, Ruth Walsh, Pauline Niven, Jessie
Dunn, and Doris Bradshaw.
• Images, a monthly West Kootenay women’s
paper produced from 1973–91, was founded by
Marcia Braundy and had nearly 200 contributors over its life.

ABOVE Doris Bradshaw was one of the Nelson Daily
News’ best known-faces during a career that spanned more
than 30 years. Here she is seen (top) checking the teletype
in the 1950s and (bottom) at her retirement in April 1984.
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of the Creston Review. Others included children’s
author Catherine Clark, who reported on Gray
Creek happenings, and J.L. Wilson, a Sirdar storekeeper, whose “homey, down-to-earth, detailed
notes included times the Trans-Canada Airlines
planes passed over Sirdar and how many geese had
come to Creston flats.”
The most prolific correspondent was Nancy
Miles of Cranbrook, who kept the newspaper up to
date on her city for 30 years. Mrs. O.W. Humphrey
may have been the longest-serving correspondent
— her coverage of South Slocan and Bonnington
spanned the 1910s to the 1950s.

ABOVE In the early 1980s, Rita Moir became the first (and
only) woman to cover sports for the Nelson Daily News.

• Nancy Lingley-Chappell was the first (and
only) woman to edit the Daily News, from
1991–93.
• Several women served as editor of The Express
in the 1990s and 2000s, including Donna
Macdonald, Sabine Bos, Margaret Chrumka,
and Susan Hollis.

CORRESPONDENTS
For much of its existence, the Nelson Daily News
had an extensive network of stringers throughout the Kootenay/Boundary who reported (mostly
anonymously) on their communities. Sometimes
these dispatches amounted to little more than
social notes, but other times they contained vital
information.
At its peak, more than 40 correspondents
reported from Greenwood to Fernie and Nakusp to
the U.S. border.
Some were professional journalists, like Lance
Whittaker of the Rossland Miner and C.F. Hayes
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TOP Nelson Daily News community
correspondents sent their copy by mail. This
envelope was postmarked Invermere, 1969.
BOTTOM The Nelson Daily News job
printing office is seen in 1937, with stacks
of a promotional publication called Kootenay
and the City of Nelson.

The Nelson Daily News business office in
January 1913. Pictured from left, McDonald, H. Cecil
Grizzelle, circulation manager E.J. Patch, and accountant
Albert J. Dill.
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CHAPTER 3 KOOTENAY NEWS

the future

CHANGING TECHNOLOGY
While some of the aims of journalism have remained constant, technology has reinvented the
newspaper industry several times since the late
19th century.
Printing evolved from modest steam, gas, and
electric-powered presses to large offset presses
capable of producing thousands of pages per hour.
The first desktop computers arrived at the Nelson
Daily News in the early 1980s, replacing typewriters. Digital photography emerged in the late 1990s,
replacing darkrooms. Primitive, text-only websites
of the mid-1990s gradually gave way to the graphics-intensive sites of today.
Once reporters merely wrote news stories. Later,
they were expected to also take photographs,
develop film and make prints.
Today they write stories, take photos and process them digitally, and are also expected to have a
working knowledge of video production.
A reporter on the scene of a story typically juggles a notebook, recording device, and camera
(often combined in a smartphone).

DIGITIZING NEWSPAPERS
The newspaper repository held by the Shawn
Lamb Archives at Touchstones Nelson is the
greatest collection of information about the city’s
history, but until recently, finding anything specific has been a challenge.
Clipping files were maintained by the archives
and Nelson Daily News (thanks to longtime staffer
Doris Bradshaw), but it’s still difficult to locate

OPPOSITE Nelson Star reporter Tyler Harper interviews
Selkirk College president Angus Graeme during the grand
opening of the renovated Silver King campus earlier this
year. Reporters today are expected to do interviews, write
stories, take photos, make videos, and post their work online
and to social media. Bob Hall photo

a specific item without an exact date. Scanning
daily papers is daunting and time consuming
— especially if you have to strain your eyes in front
of a microfilm reader.
That began to change in 2011, when UBC digitized early Nelson newspapers and placed
them online, including The Miner, Tribune, and
Economist, and The Daily Canadian.
Now keyword searching is available. Individual
issues and pages can be downloaded and enlarged.
But the UBC papers only go up to 1908, leaving
a huge number still untouched. Touchstones has
started to tackle this gap, recently securing funding to digitize the first 20 years of the Daily News,
which will be hosted on the UBC site.
Once this project is complete, it will be a boon
to researchers from throughout Western Canada,
since the Daily News regularly included items from
throughout the Kootenays, Boundary, Okanagan,
and southern Alberta, as well as provincial, national
and international news.
Touchstones has also two sets of the Nelson Daily
News: bound volumes inherited from the newspaper itself and copies received from the Legislative
Library with pages sliced apart for microfilming.
The BC Archives and Nelson Public Library also
have complete runs of the paper on microfilm,
along with other early Nelson papers. Touchstones
has complete runs of The Express, Nelson Star, and
many other papers, which are used constantly by
local researchers.
Some issues of The Express are online at
archive.org, while Images, the West Kootenay
women’s newspaper, is available on DVD.
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THE FUTURE OF NEWSPAPERS
Today Nelson has four chief news outlets: one
remaining print newspaper, the Nelson Star
(which reverted to weekly from twice weekly
in 2018) and its website at nelsonstar.com; the
online Nelson Daily (thenelsondaily.com), and
two radio stations and their websites, 103.5
Juice FM (mynelsonnow.com) and EZ Rock
(iheartradio.ca).
But what lies ahead? Ad revenue for traditional news organizations has precipitously
declined in the past decade, disrupted by the
Internet and social media generally and Google
and Facebook specifically, leading to smaller
newsroom staffs.
Websites have the advantage of timeliness,
endless space, and the ability to incorporate
multimedia elements. Yet the lion’s share of
revenue for most news outlets still comes from
traditional print and on-air products, for which
advertisers remain willing to pay a premium.
Other models to support journalism exist,
including audience-funded, where readers provide voluntary contributions. Some non-profit
media organizations exist that rely on donations
and grants. But it remains to be seen how successful these concepts might be in Nelson.
While newspapers are making an uneasy transition in the digital age and face an uncertain
future, it will be some time before Nelson sees its
final print edition.
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Court decision brings
Sinixt back from
‘extinction’ in Canada
BILL METCALFE
Nelson Star

Sinixt hunter Richard Desautel was acquitted Monday by a provincial judge
of hunting without a licence as well as
without being a resident.
Desautel is a resident of Washington
State, but was charged in B.C. after killing an elk near Castlegar in 2010.
Judge Lisa Mrozinski, following a
three-week trial in Nelson last fall,
found that Desautel has an aboriginal right to hunt for food, social and
ceremonial purposes in the Sinixt tra-

ditional territory in Canada. She also
ruled that the B.C. hunting laws he was
charged with are an infringement of
that right.
“Tradition and honour, and the history of where we came from was the basis
of the decision,” Desautel said outside
the courthouse after the decision.
His lawyer, Mark Underhill, told the
Star that the ruling is significant for
the Sinixt because it means they are
not extinct in Canada any more. The
federal government declared the Sinixt
extinct in 1956.
“This case says he has a right to hunt,”
Underhill said, “but it is also the starting
point in saying the Sinixt exist.”
He said because a Sinixt man was

given the right to hunt in Canada, that
means the Sinixt legally exist here, that
they are capable of having a right.
“It is a big foot in the door. It was a
door that was slammed shut and sealed
with concrete, and this busts it down.
It doesn’t mean they will have a land
claim tomorrow or anything, but the
door was closed and now it is open.
“That is a massive step for these people.”
Underhill said he expects the province
to appeal the decision to the Supreme
Court of B.C.

The judge’s reasons

Judge Mrozinski took about an hour
to read her reasons for judgement to a

courtroom filled to capacity, mostly
with Sinixt people from Washington.
She made frequent reference to many
witnesses who had testified at the trial,
some of them academic experts, others
Sinixt community members.
Mrozinski explained that to establish
an aboriginal right under section 35
of the Constitution Act, the Sinixt had
to show that hunting was a significant
cultural practice before contact with
European society, and that it still is.
They had to show that that practice has
continued through time to the present
day.
She said the evidence presented by
the Sinixt successfully convinced her
of that.
CONTINUED ON PAGE A2

W I N T E R C L E A R A N C E S A L E CO N T I N U E S A L L 2016 B I K E S S A L E P R I C E D!

RECEIVE UP TO $300 GIFT

Eg. LEVO HT
STARTING AT

12 MONTH
NO INTEREST
ON ANY 2016 OR 2017 TURBO LEVO MODEL
Offer expires May 31/17.

$4,499 + TAX

12 EQUAL PAYMENTS
AT 0% INTEREST

- $393.66

The Nelson Star is now the only remaining printed
newspaper in town, although The Nelson Daily,
mynelsonnow.com, and iheartradio.ca are other online
sources of local news.

702 baker st
250.354.4622

GERICKS
WEBSTORE

Coming Soon!

www.gericks.com

The neon sign atop the Nelson Daily News
building (bottom) was a local landmark for over
30 years. It was removed in 1968 (top right)
and replaced with a projection sign (being
unloaded top left, and pictured on page iii).

Stop the presses! In February 2008, the Nelson Daily
News shut down its Goss Community press after 38
years. At top right, office manager and local historian
Greg Scott receives the final issue from pressman
Frank Teves. Timothy Schafer photos

June 4, 1906
The Daily Canadian is
established by a local group of
Conservatives. They buy the
defunct Tribune’s printing press
and the Economist’s goodwill.

June 16, 2006

July 14, 1897

April 13, 1923

First issue of
The Economist, a weekly
published by D.M. Carley.

The weekly Kootenay
Times debuts,
published by Elmer
Hall. It only lasts until
November.

Debut of the Kootenay
Western Star, published
by Black Press, which
two years earlier
entered the local market
by establishing the
Castlegar News.

June 21, 1890
Debut issue of
The Miner, a weekly
published by John
Houston, Charles Ink,
and Gesner Allen.

August 1913

John Houston and
partners C.V. Dake
and W.J. MacKay
establish a rival
weekly to The Miner
called The Tribune.

2009

Debut of the West
Kootenay Weekender,
a supplement to local
Sterling Newspapers.

Launch of the online
News in the Koots
by the Seed Studio.
Within a year it is
complemented by
another site, the
Nelson Post. Both
last until 2012.

March 1960

1890
Dec. 1, 1892

May 3, 1996

Launch of
The Independent,
a tabloid-size weekly
magazine, published
by J.L. Thomas. It
lasts until May 1914.

April 22, 1902
F.J. Deane buys
the Nelson Daily
Miner. He renames
the paper The Daily
News and starts the
numbering over at
Vol. 1, No. 1.

Debut of the
Kootenay Graphic
News, a cheeky
tabloid run by
former Daily News
reporter Mickey
Carlton. It lasts until
Feb. 15, 1963.

Summer 2010

November 1988

The Nelson Daily is
launched online by
Lone Sheep Media,
edited by former
Daily News reporter
Tim Schaefer and
sports reporter
Bruce Fuhr.

First issue of arts and
culture monthly
What’s On, published
by Nelson Becker.

Oct. 3, 1990
What’s On goes
weekly and is
renamed the
Kootenay Weekly
Express. Later the
name is shortened
to The Express.

2019

July 3, 2008
Kootenay Western Star
renamed Nelson Star and
renumbered Vol. 1, No. 1.

