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St. Anthony’s
Christmas Market
November 30 

10 am - 2 pm • Bosun Hall

CAKE WALK RETURNS!!

CHOW MEIN AND BORSCHT WILL 

BE SERVED FROM THE KITCHEN 

AS A FUNDRAISER FOR THE 

NEW DENVER NURSERY 

SCHOOL

Charlie’s 
Needful Things

Convenience Store & 
Tanning Salon

• FOOD • CANDY • MEDICINE • GIFTS • TOYS 
• GAMES • CANDLES • TOWELS • BLANKETS 

• SHEETS • CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS

Kellie-Macnair@hotmail.com
250-808-3488 • 250-777-3789
New Denver – in the former HGG

NEWS

by Art Joyce
Kootenay historian and journalist 

Greg Nesteroff has curated an 
exhibition on the history of regional 
newspapers at Touchstones Nelson 
titled Kootenay News: The History of 
Nelson’s Newspapers. The exhibition 
and accompanying booklet notes other 
newspapers in the West Kootenay 
over the past century, including the 
Kootenay Review, The Daily Canadian, 
Nelson Economist, Images, the Valley 
Voice, and many others. 

For such a small city, Nelson 
has had a lively newspaper history, 
starting in 1890 when journalist and 
itinerant miner John Houston packed 
in a letterpress to what was then still 
just a rough mining camp. The Miner 
published its first issue on June 21, 
1890, stating that it was “printed on 
Saturdays, provided the staff is sober.” 
As heritage columnist Greg Scott 
explained, “in those days, you had a 
conservative and a liberal newspaper 
with clear party lines,” and plenty 
of sniping between the two camps. 
Houston sold The Miner with a promise 
not to start a rival newspaper but then 
did so anyway, launching The Tribune 
on December 1, 1892. Houston was 
firmly in the labour camp and didn’t 
like what he saw being printed in 
The Miner, which began to skew 

West Kootenay newspaper history launches at Touchstones
toward corporate interests. Houston 
was known for his fiery prose, once 
writing that the CPR was “the greediest 
corporation on Earth.” The Miner 
became the Nelson Daily Miner, 
renamed The Daily News in 1902 when 
F.J. Deane bought the newspaper. 

Later renamed the Nelson Daily 
News, the last issue was published July 
16, 2010, following the closure of the 
newspaper by new owner Black Press. 
The chain had established the Kootenay 
Western Star – now the Nelson Star – 
in 2006 as a competitor and part of its 
corporate mandate to purchase most of 
BC’s interior community newspapers. 
By that time, the internet had emerged 
as a major competitor to print news, 
and subscriptions to the Nelson Daily 
News had fallen to an all-time low of 
about 3,500. At one time the newspaper 
had been able to boast more subscribers 
than the population of Nelson (10,000), 
but the circulation was cut in half when 
a decision was made in 1987 to go from 
a morning to an afternoon newspaper. 

T h e  To u c h s t o n e s  l a u n c h 
on November 2 featured a panel 
discussion with former Nelson Daily 
News journalists and editors, as well as 
Nelson Becker, founder of The Express. 
Panelist Kathleen Rogers started as a 
freelance Kaslo correspondent for the 
Nelson Daily News in the 1970s and 

became staff reporter and columnist 
from 1979 to 1990. She was a single 
mom from California, living in Kaslo 
and needing more income to feed her 
three kids. She recalled being sent to 
the Nelson Courthouse to cover a trial 
of the Doukhobor Sons of Freedom. 
“I walk into the courthouse and there’s 
these very dignified Doukhobor men 
and women sitting there, completely 
naked, singing in four-part harmony. 
And I thought, gee, I’m not in Kansas 
anymore.”

Panelist and Slocan Valley 
author Rita Moir began writing for 
newspapers in Sudbury and Toronto, 
although she was originally from 
BC. She began writing for the Nelson 
Daily News in the early 1980s and was 
a key figure in the establishment of 
the feminist newspaper Images. Like 
Rogers, she recalled that in those days 
it wasn’t necessary to have a journalism 
degree to work as a reporter, only a 
lively curiosity and a willingness to 
learn from veteran journalists. She 
quoted H.L. Mencken’s famous quip 
about the ethic of journalism being 
to “comfort the afflicted and afflict 
the comfortable.” “And that’s what I 
saw my job as being,” she said. This 
brought her into conflict with Nelson 
Daily News management when she and 

Jim Sinclair published a story about 
the Sandinistas in Nicaragua. They 
were both punished – Sinclair was 
made sports editor and Moir the court 
reporter. Moir recalled writing some 
of the first stories about the proposal 
to establish Valhalla Provincial Park, 
then highly controversial. 

“I got a full front page on the 
logging of the Valhallas. And the next 
day a logger about three times my 
size came into the office and he said, 
“I want to see Rita Moir.” So I braced 
myself and went up to the counter. And 
he said, “I want you to come and do a 
story like that in Salmo.” And what I 
learned from that was not to judge a 
person by what they looked like, or 
where they came from, or what job 
they did.”

Panelist Bob Hall was a reporter 
for the Nelson Daily News from 1995 
to 2002, editor from 2002 to 2010 and 
editor of the Nelson Star from 2010 
to 2013. Originally from Calgary, he 
and his wife moved to Nelson in 1994 
shortly after he graduated from the 
University of Alberta. He was amazed 
that a city of Nelson’s size would have 
both a daily newspaper and the weekly 
Express published by Nelson Becker. 
Starting off as sports reporter at the 
NDN, he graduated to the City Hall 

beat, which he covered for 15 years. 
“It was a great introduction to the 
community because you get introduced 
to the entirety of the community, and 
a lot of its quirky characters – some of 
them sitting in this room right now.” 

Panelist Nelson Becker grew up 
in New York, where he was involved 
in media from a young age, working 
with some of the first portable video 
equipment in the late 1960s. Moving to 
Canada in 1970, he worked on a video 
festival in Montreal, later moving 
to Vancouver. Both cities still have 
community radio stations he helped 
establish. He first came to Nelson in 
1980, when he created a video festival 
with Anne DeGrace called Peace of 
the Kootenays. DeGrace encouraged 
him to return, and in 1988 he settled 
permanently in Nelson, establishing 
the forerunner to The Express, What’s 
On, showcasing local arts and culture 
and non-profit groups. 

“My idea of The Express was to be 
something the community could feel 
emotional ownership of. I wanted to get 
everybody’s photo in the newspaper, 
whether with ‘Good Neighbours,’ 
‘Street Talk’ or for other things.”

Kootenay News  will run at 
Touchstones Nelson until February 
17, 2020.

by Jan McMurray
There’s a new business in town. 

Kellie Macnair and Darrin Bialkoski 
have opened ‘Charlie’s Needful 
Things’ in the former Hidden Garden 
Gallery building in downtown New 
Denver.

“We wanted to bring more to 
the town, and we saw a need for a 
store that’s open late for convenience 
items,” said Kellie. “We also wanted 
to fill the gap that ‘What’s in Store’ 
left behind by carrying candy, gifts 
and toys.”

If you find yourself short of 
groceries like milk, butter, medicine 
or laundry detergent in the evening, 
you now have a place to go. The store 

New store in New Denver open late
also offers a wide array of gift items, 
including toys and games, candles 
and bath products. Check it out on 
Merchants’ Night, December 5.

Kellie and Darrin are both 
originally from New Denver. 
As many do, they both left the 
community and came back, looking 
for a way to bring something more 
to their hometown.

‘Charlie’s Needful Things’ has a 
wonderful mix of convenience and 
gift items, and includes a tanning 
salon in the former office space in the 
building. While living in Kelowna, 
Kellie tanned at a salon regularly 
and wanted to bring this service to 
New Denver.

“Tanning offers people a dose 
of vitamin D, which is particularly 
helpful in winter,” she says. She does 
consultations with customers before 
they enter the stand-up tanning booth 
to determine what type of lotion 
would be best for their skin type. 
Kellie has everything you need for a 
tanning session, which lasts for up to 
10 minutes at $1 per minute, plus the 
cost of lotion and very modest cost 
for protective glasses.

Open seven days a week at 2 pm, 
Charlie’s Needful Things stays open 
till 9 pm on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday, and till 8 pm every other 
night of the week. See the ad on this 
page for more information.

Owners of New Denver’s new store, Charlie’s Needful Things: Darrin with Charlie, the shop’s namesake, and Kellie with Piper.


