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2016 in review

Event and exhibition photographs taken by Kevin Underwood

14,750
1240		
415		
88		
550		
60		
10		

Total Visitors
Students, children & youth
Researchers and visitors to the Shawn Lamb Archives
Artists shown in the Galleries & Represented in the Shop
Members
Active Volunteers, over 3000 hours
Celebrate 10 years as Touchstones Nelson on October 14, 2016
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Message from the Chair

Message from the Executive Director
The past year has been an eventful one
marking several changes in our Society.

Firstly, last summer saw the Ladybird
emerge from storage at 402 Anderson
in time for an appearance leading the
Road Kings car event parade down Baker
Street. The emergence was orchestrated
by board member Jerry Sussenguth who
worked tirelessly in the weeks prior to
the event for which the Society is truly
grateful. It produced numerous smiles and
recollections from observers at her static
display following the parade, all expressing great joy at seeing her again.
Our executive director Leah Best resigned her position in August of 2016 to take on a new role
at the Royal BC Museum in Victoria. After a diligent search for a replacement, the Board was
delighted to discover and employ Astrid Heyerdahl as its new Executive Director. Astrid comes
to the society bearing impressive credentials and experience and has already demonstrated
her innovative ideas, spirited approach and deep appreciation of Touchstones and the ideals
for which it stands. The Board is confident that she will provide the valuable leadership qualities
required of her position and is looking forward to working with her in the future.
After several years in the planning, I am pleased to advise that we now have entered into a
long term lease of the Bunker area in the Grey building next door. We are indebted to the City
of Nelson and in particular Kevin Cormack for the innovative approach that resulted in this
lease. Plans are underway for the move of our collection that is currently at the 402 Anderson
facility into the new space which was constructed during the Cold War era to provide a safe
haven for a few dozen people in the event of a nuclear attack. Not only will it provide a secure
depository for a portion of our collection and archives, it will also provide an interesting space
for guided tours and discussion about our not so distant past.
As I am ‘aging out’ of my term as a board member, I wish to give my sincere thanks and
appreciation to all of the board members with whom I have served, to Leah Best during her
tenure and of course to the staff of our organization for their dedication, loyalty and ideas.
Respectfully submitted.
Ken Watson
Chair, Nelson and District Museum,
Archives, Art Gallery and Historical Society
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It is truly wonderful to have joined the Touchstones Nelson team in November 2016. I spent the first
few months as Executive Director meeting with community members and those from the arts and
heritage community, artists, volunteers, members, donors and the Nelson public. I am not done—I
plan to meet with many more individuals, organizations and businesses in 2017 to gain an even deeper
understanding of what is desired of Touchstones.
We are your museum. Your gallery. Your collection. Your archives.
Our purpose is to be a relevant and stimulating cultural hub for all. And thus 2017 and beyond will bring
innovative programs, an expansion of workshop and educational space through the Diefenbunker,
exceptional exhibitions and much more.
Our ability to grow and change as an organization is due to our solid and award-winning history.
We must recognize the importance of past successes—from our early days in 1955 as the Kootenay
Museum Association, to the Nelson and District Museum, Archives, Art Gallery and Historical Society in
2000, to opening the remarkable Touchstones Nelson: Museum of Art and History in 2006.
Since our inception, dedicated volunteers, Boards and staff have developed a solid, financially
sustainable organization with enriching programs, an archives and collection to be very proud of, and
a network of individuals who truly love Touchstones.
Specifically, in 2016, Touchstones offered a number of interesting programs, events, fundraisers, and
exhibitions for our public and made important headway on the Diefenbunker and Collections Move
project. We celebrated local talent, showcasing the incredible work of professional artist Lou Lynn,
KSA instructor Bridget Corkery, and community artist and Nelson legend, Wayne King.
Touchstones also underwent a great deal of change. Most significantly was the departure of longstanding former Executive Director, Leah Best, who lead the organization for 10 years. I personally
thank Leah for her level of commitment, hard work and strategic direction—it is a privilege to now
lead an organization with such a great history of leadership, sense of community engagement and
dedication to financial sustainability.
Thank you to the Touchstones Nelson Board, staff and volunteers
for your great work, and thank you to our network of those who
love the museum, archives and gallery.
Astrid Heyerdahl, M.A., M.Ed.
Executive Director
Nelson and District Museum, Archives, Art Gallery and
Historical Society
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Thank you Leah Best
We thank Leah Best for ten years of service
as the Executive Director of Touchstones
Nelson: Museum of Art and History. Her
incredible dedication, vision and level of
community-engagement made a vast and
important difference to the organization
and to Nelson and District as a whole.
Leah not only contributed to the great
accomplishment of Touchstones Nelson,
she was also an important figure in the
regional heritage and arts sectors as
Chair of the Heritage Working Group and
member of the Cultural Development
Committee at the City of Nelson; member
of the Osprey Foundation Grants
Committee; BC Museums Association
Board Member; and volunteer with
Heritage BC and Western Museums
Association, among others. Leah was
also a regular contributor and speaker
at BC Museums Association and Alberta
Museums Association conferences.
Leah Best is now doing great work at
the Royal BC Museum and we wish her
continued success.
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Greetings from Nelson: Historic Postcards from the Collection, May 2016, Installation View

Exhibitions
The curatorial team at Touchstones shifted in 2016. Jesse Demers left the organization in early 2016 and in
March 2016, Arin Fay joined Rod Taylor as Co-Curator of Touchstones Nelson.
Arin Fay brings to Touchstones Nelson: Museum of Art and History a deep passion for contemporary art
and an understanding of exhibition development gained from years as a practicing artist, three years as
the curator of the Langham Cultural Centre and as an independent curator for several projects. Arin Fay is
a valued member of the arts and cultural community in Nelson, Kaslo and surrounding areas and has been
on several boards, committees, and juries.
The 2016 exhibition season consisted of eight exhibitions in Gallery A and B that engaged with our art and
heritage communities, supported the work of local artists and provided interesting historical perspectives.
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Curator: Rod Taylor

February 20 – May 29, 2016

Jude Griebel and Tammy Salzl: Unfamiliar Selves

Gallery A
Jude Griebel and Tammy Salzl: Unfamiliar Selves
February 20 – May 29, 2016, Installation View

Since people began making art, the human form has been an enduring subject.
In countless ways, it has served as a gateway for expressing how we feel and think
about ourselves and others, and how we relate to the world around us.
Unfamiliar Selves brought together two artists, Jude Griebel and Tammy Salzl, who
work approached the subject in disparate, and yet complimentary manners.
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Curator: Arin Fay

June 4 – August 21, 2016

Lou Lynn: Out of the Ordinary

Artist Talk, Lou Lynn: Out of the Ordinary, June 2016

Gallery A

Somewhere between a Through the Looking-Glass sense of distortion and a scientific
exactitude we found Lou Lynn’s Out of the Ordinary. The exhibition combined the rigours
of contemporary craft with the intellectual inquiry of the avant-garde. The viewer was (re)
introduced to the most humble of artifact, honed, honoured and re-contextualized. In a
world surfeited with consumer goods, Lynn’s sculptures provoked recognition of the truly
exceptional properties of familiar objects and the inherent quality, form and function of
things which are often overlooked.
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Curator: Arin Fay

August 27 – November 13, 2016

Regeneration: Tsuneko Kokubo & Toru Fujibayashi

Opening Reception and Performance
Gallery A, Regeneration: Tsuneko Kokubo & Toru Fujibayashi , July 2016

Gallery A

Regeneration evoked a minimalist design and aesthetic with tightly bounded
compositions of gravel and rocks and sparse vegetation. The artists involved: Tsuneko
Kokubo & Toru Fujibayashi are senior artists with extensive, fascinating and variant
backgrounds. Both artists experienced various aspects of Canada’s Internment policy of
Japanese Canadian citizens during the Second World War, an occurrence which deeply
influenced their lives. Regeneration, at its heart, is a way of seeing; a study of memory and
the motivations and methods with which we are able to understand lives lived. As the title
tells us, these works are about life and death, but they also give us a glimpse of the doing
in between.
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Curator: Arin Fay

November 19, 2016 – February 12, 2017

Wayne King Retrospective

Gallery A: Wayne King Retrospective, November 19, 2016 – February 12, 2017, Installation View

Gallery A

Wayne H. E. King was an artist who challenged convention, within his work and
his life. Complexity of character and a passionate disregard for tradition, combined
with an unstoppable artistic ardour, made him a bright light in a world that can often
be predictable and pedestrian by comparison. Wayne elevated people and place, he
epitomized the bohemian ideal, for good and ill, and brought colour to the lives of
those privileged enough to know him and appreciate his work.
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Long before social media, postcards were a quick way to communicate. Postcards can
be a window on the past, showing people, places, and even cultural attitudes, as they were
at that moment in time.
Many originals and reproductions from the Touchstones collection showcased the breadth
of postcards from the “Golden Era” from 1904 until the beginning of WWI in 1914.

February 13 – May 22, 2016

This exhibition featured art produced by grades nine
to twelve students from Mount Sentinel Secondary,
LV Rogers Secondary, and REACH. We were very
pleased to present the students’ work, and to have
had the opportunity to share it with the wider
community. It was a testament to their hard work
and offered an exciting glimpse into the strength and
diversity of the artistic talent in our community.
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Gallery B

Guest Curator:
Catherine McIntosh

Curator: Rod Taylor

Youth Art 2016

May 28 – September 11, 2016

Gallery B

Greetings from Nelson: Historic Postcards from the Collection

We thank Greg Nesteroff, Ed Mannings and Stan Sherstobitoff for sharing beautiful
postcards from their collections.
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Gallery B
Out of the Woods: A History of Forestry in the West Kootenay
November 26, 2016 - February 19, 2017
Curator: Rod Taylor
Forestry is the industry that built many small communities in B.C., both literally and
economically. This exhibition explored some of that history via photographs and other
material from the Shawn Lamb Archives and Permanent Collection.

Gallery B
Bridget Corkery Retrospective
September 17 – November 20, 2016
Guest Curator: Boukje Elzinga
Bridget Corkery greatly contributed to the development of arts and culture in Nelson and
passionately pursued her artistic practice. She taught at KSA from 1997 until 2003, was a
co-founder of the Nelson Fine Arts Centre (Oxygen Arts Centre), and continued to teach
in the community until 2012. Boukje Elzinga was asked to put together a retrospective of
Bridget’s work and Touchstones Nelson was so pleased to have been able to show our
appreciation for such a wonderful community member and artist. The community was
saddened by the loss of Bridget in 2013.
16
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January
Can the Columbia River Treaty Call the Salmon Home?
at Expressions Café, an in depth discussion on salmon restoration
in the Canadian Columbia River Watershed and a screening of the
short film, Treaty Talks: A Journey up the Columbia River for People
and Salmon

February
BC Family Day
Youth Art 2016 Gallery B opening reception
Unfamiliar Selves: Opening Reception & Artist Talk with
Jude Griebel & Tammy Salzl

March
Family Sunday
Lalin and Corazón Youth Choir performances
Lobby Exhibition: Camp Koolaree

April
Water in the World We Want:
Robert Sandford keynote speaker (Earth Day)
AGM
Host Business After 5

May
Public Programs & Events

Lobby Exhibition: Federation of Canadian Artists Exhibition
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Book launch and slide show with Julia Griswold Armstrong
Blue Night
Greetings from Nelson: Historic Postcards from the Collection
opening reception

June
Lou Lynn: Out of the Ordinary opening reception
National Aboriginal Day, June 21
Artist Talk: Lou Lynn
Multiculturalism Day in Canada
Local fundraiser for Refugees at the Capitol Theatre
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June

continued

Baker St Market
ArtWalk

July
Canada Day at Lakeside Park
Species at Risk Summer Camp

August
Columbia Basin Culture Tour Opening Reception and Performance
Gallery A: Regeneration: Tsuneko Kokubo & Toru Fujibayashi opening
reception and performance
Speed Queen of the Kootenay Lake, Ladybird at Nelson Road Kings
Touchstones visits Shambala

September
Bridget Corkery: Retrospective Opening Reception
Moving Sale at 402 Anderson
Culture Days
Book reading: Katharine O’Flynn Coming Home

October
Virtual Exhibit Launch Impact of Hydroelectric Development on the
Landscape of British Columbia
http://touchstonesnelson.ca/exhibitions/waters/
Quick Draw
Lobby exhibition: Profiles of Courage: A Community Photography
Exhibition
Book Launch: Eileen Delahanty Pearkes, A River Captured:
The Columbia River Treaty and Catastrophic Change.

November
Wayne King Retrospective opening reception
Out of the Woods: A History of Forestry in the West Kootenay
Family Sunday
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21

Virtual Exhibit
Impact of Hydroelectric Development on the
Landscape of British Columbia

The Collection and Shawn Lamb Archives
Forty-eight accessions were added to the Touchstones Nelson collection in 2016. Highlights
included three woodcuts by Wayne King, a 1930s steel guitar and 1915 photographs of soldiers from the
54th Battalion (Kootenay). In 2015 the Shawn Lamb Archive completed a digitization project involving
over 500 colour slides taken by Ron Waters from the late 1950s to the early 1980s of hydroelectric
development in the Kootenay Region. The collection is now accessible through the Changing Waters
online exhibition.

A collection of colour slides taken by Ron Waters from the late 1950s
to the early 1980s of hydroelectric development in British Columbia.
The broader dissemination of these images is important in light of the
current renegotiation period of the Columbia River Treaty (2014-2024)
and the development of the Site C Dam. With the renegotiation of the
Treaty taking place between 2014 and 2024, this project is an important
record depicting the changes that have occurred.
The creation of the site has been funded in part by the Irving K. Barber
Learning Centre, University of British Columbia, British Columbia
History Digitization Program.

Seventy-three research enquiries were answered by the Archivist and Archive volunteers. 39% of
these enquiries came from Kootenay individuals and businesses. 28% were from other parts of British
Colombia and one enquiry was from Sweden. Family history/obituaries accounted for 34% of all
enquiries. Topics included Balfour Ferry tolls, the Tremont Hotel and the 1960s farmers market. Five
House histories were also completed in 2015. Details of all enquires are saved on the Inmagic Research
Database.
Laura Fortier was the Archivist and Collections Manager at Touchstones Nelson for over 6 years. Laura
worked with Shawn Lamb to bring the archives and collection to the next level by generating important
policies and procedures and ensuring the professional handling of all archive and collection materials.
Laura left Touchstones in October 2016 to pursue an excellent position in Saskatchewan. One of
Laura’s last actions as Archivist and Collections Manager was to write a successful Museums Assistance
Program grant for the Diefenbunker Collections Move in the amount of $18,000 (the grant was received
in February 2017). Thank you, Laura!
In November 2016 Jean-Philippe (JP) Stienne accepted the position of Archivist and Collections Manager
at Touchstones. JP comes to us from the Musée Héritage Museum in St Albert, Alberta where he
worked since 2013. He has moved from Edmonton to join us, along with his wife Emma and their
three girls. JP is originally from near Manchester in the UK. In addition to his position in St Albert, he
has more than 10 years collections and curatorial experience working in a range of museums in the
UK including Dove Cottage (the home of the poet William Wordsworth), Norton Priory (a medieval
monastery) and the National Coal Mining Museum.
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Special Projects
The Ladybird, known as the “Speed Queen of the Kootenay Lake,” was built in 1922 by Bert
Walton at Walton Boat Works. She was commissioned by Louis Gilbert, a proprietor of a
barbershop in downtown Nelson. The Ladybird saw many victories in races in the 20s, 30s
and 40s. At 1950, the Ladybird had been racing for 28 years and the decade which followed
signalled the end of an era for the boat, as newer technology entered the races. In 1966, the
Ladybird officially retired. She was donated to our Society in 1968 by owners Mr. and Mrs.
W. A. McDonald who had purchased her from Gilbert. With the assistance of donors, the B.C.
Heritage Trust, and various government employment programs, we were able to undertake
a restoration project from 1986 to 1987.
In 2016, the Ladybird was removed from storage at 402 Anderson Street and brought into
the light once again. She joined the Road Kings car event parade down Baker Street and
brought with her many happy memories and much excitement from the community.
Thank you to Jerry Sussenguth for making this project happen!
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The Shop
The Shop had another successful year in
2016, showing upward growth in revenue
and profits.
The fantastic lobby renovation created both
a better community space for events, and a
better shopping experience for our guests.
The Shop continued to discover and display
work from amazing local artists and authors,
and source products that enhance the visitors
experience of the facility and the area. It has
become a go-to place for great gifts!
Our best-selling artists of 2016 were also
two of our ArtWalk artists. Lainey Benson
and Kate Bridger quickly became important
partners and were beloved by our customers.
Of course we couldn’t have done it without
the incredibly talented and prolific artists
that surround us, our dedicated volunteers
who staffed the front desk every day or our
loyal customers who continued to come to
us for a piece of original art for their walls, a
tea towel to send overseas, or a pair of locally
made earrings. The Shop was shown some
love in 2016, and we love you right back.
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2016 Financial Statements
Nelson and District Museum, Archives, Art Gallery and Historical Society (Touchstones
Nelson: Museum of Art and History) engaged Berg Lehmann Chartered Professional
Accountants to review the 2016 financial year. The review was made in accordance with
Canadian generally accepted standards for review engagements and accordingly consisted
primarily of enquiry, analytical procedures and discussion related to information supplied
by the Society.
Based on Berg Lehmann’s review, the Nelson and District Museum operates in accordance
with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations.
We have included the following statements for your information. The full financial review
is available upon request from Touchstones Nelson.
-

Statement of Financial Position

-

Statement of Operations

-

Statement of Cash Flow

-

Statement of Changes in Net Assets

Please check the justification on the statements list
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Volunteers
Touchstones Nelson is grateful for the dedication of a strong team of volunteers.
We couldn’t open the doors without you. Thank you!
Kathy Alexander

Lisa McGeady

Gretchen Backus

Caitlyn McGown

Carol Bergman

Della McLeod

Marilyn Best

Aisha Mulhall

Dave Bond

Judy Mulloy

Ryan Boozer

Teyana Neufeld

Kim Chanasyk

Kathleen Nichol

Linda Chapman

Sherry Nicholson

Hannah Collier

Frances Nicolson

Barbara Couch

Teresa Olleck

Jennifer Cowan

Alan Ramsden

Eileen Davis

Dennis Ray

Bruce Davis

Shawna Roeland

Lana Donaldson

Pat Rogers

Christine Elias

Greg Scott

Della Fenkner

Matthew Stanley

Ines Hartman

Wendy Steed

Linda HoffmanN

Meg Stewart

Suzie Holmes

Jerry Sussenguth

Lorna Inkster

Lola Swetlikoe

Audrey Kempin

Kristen Taniguchi

Shawn Lamb

Joyce Tremblay

Joan E. Lang

Nicole Tremblay

Susan LeFebour

Kevin Underwood

Cath Little

Linda Van Hombeeck

Ron Little

Bobbi Vecchio

Heather MacAskill

Ken Watson

Isa MacDonald

Frances Welwood

Susan Mackintosh

Ron Welwood

Ed Mannings
Donna McArthur
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Board (as of December 2016)
Ken Watson

Staff (as of December 2016)
Astrid Heyerdahl

Chair

Executive Director

Susan MacKintosh

Arin Fay

Vice-Chair

Co-Curator

Dave Bond

Cindy Fillion

Treasurer

Visitor Services Manager

Lana Donaldson

Catherine McIntosh

Secretary

Jennifer Cowan

Outreach and Programs Coordinator

Laura FortIer

Lisa McGeady

Collections Manager and Archivist
(to October 2016)

Matthew Stanley

Linda Sawchyn

Jerry Sussenguth
Kiomi Tucker

Executive Assistant,
Volunteer & Membership Coordinator

Rod Taylor

Co-Curator

Thank you to our partners
Capitol Theatre

Nelson Civic Theatre Society

Corazón

Royal BC Museum

Expressions Café

School District 8

Federation of Canadian Artists

Selkirk College

Ktunaxa Nation Council

Sinixt Nation

Thank you to our sponsors
City of Nelson
BC Arts Council
BC Gaming Commission
Regional District of Central Kootenay
Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance
Columbia Basin Trust
Nelson and District Credit Union
Archives Association of BC
BC Historical Society
Canada Summer Jobs
Canadian Museums Association
CIBC Wood Gundy
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DHC Communications
Hall Printing
Hamber Foundation
Heritage Federation of South Eastern BC
Irving K. Barber Learning Centre
Nelson and District Arts Council
Nelson and District Chamber of
Commerce
Nelson Kootenay Lake Tourism
Nelson Star
Osprey Community Foundation
Young Canada Works

