
Director’s Message 
By Leah Best 

At a recent meeting, the staff at Touchstones Nelson debated where we were in our organ-
izational evolution. Is Touchstones Nelson an institution yet? Yes, some thought. Are we still 
in the grounding phase? Sure, said others. Or are we somewhere in between—the so called 

growing phase? 

These answers reveal that Touchstones Nelson has probably managed several stages of evo-
lution at the same time. It is also why staff members sometimes feel like they are running 
madly off in all directions. Although our basic systems of operation are over three years old 
now, we are constantly adding new ones and revising the old ones—always with the purpose 
of creating improved efficiency and better service. Other factors, like the loss of our Provin-

cial Gaming grant in 2009 or the recent retirement of Shawn Lamb, underscore how vital it is to be flexible even while 

planning ahead. 

In 2010, we will continue to deliver on our promise to program a wide variety of temporary exhibitions featuring local and 
regional artists, historical exhibits based on the permanent collection and thought-provoking exhibitions tied closely to 

current community issues (see inside for details on upcoming shows). 

Family and school programming will continue to be the foundation of our public programs, with the addition of a cura-
tor’s tour of our temporary exhibitions on the first Thursday of every month at 5pm.  Annual favourites, like the Heritage 
Home Tour, will be back along with two large fundraising events—one for those who enjoy a good mystery and one for 

those who value local artistic work.  Stay tuned for more details. 

If you are a blogger, a Facebook fan or a Youtube junky, check us out online for informal, up-to-the-minute information 
on Touchstones Nelson activities. Nelson’s cultural calendar at www.events.nelson.ca is also a great way to stay informed 
of our activities (not to mention our website www.touchstonesnelson.ca). As for your favourite newsletter, we are look-
ing at ways of delivering Connect more efficiently and with improved content.  Beginning in this issue, members can now 
access Connect online as a downloadable pdf at the weblink provided in your emailed newsletter notice.  No more large 

attachments arriving in your email inbox! 

In early 2010, we will welcome a new Archivist/Collections Manager. In our post-Shawn Lamb phase (hard to believe), 
there will be renewed focus on adding catalogued material to a searchable database. Shawn herself will continue the 
valuable work of cataloguing the archives collection in a volunteer capacity. She will also, along with P. Rogers, finish up 
the latest genealogical research course with sessions already scheduled for January and February. I’m sure you all join me 

in wishing Shawn a very happy and fulfilling retirement. We, of course, are now referring to her as “her holy Lambness.” 

Thanks for joining us for another year. Special thanks to the Nelson and District Credit Union, who is joining us for an-
other year as our premier exhibition sponsor.  The Board, staff and volunteers are feeling positive that 2010 will be a re-

sounding success.  And as a member, you’re perfectly poised to take part in all the excitement. 
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Snow and Ice: A History of Winter Sports in Nelson  
����    January 23 to March 21, 2010, Gallery A 
����    Open House: Saturday, January 23  10am-8pm  
In celebration of the 2010 Winter Olympics, Snow and Ice: A History of Winter Sports in Nelson high-
lights notable Nelson sports figures, both past and present.   The exhibit will also showcase sports 
items from both Touchstones Nelson’s collection and private lenders, including an Olympic jacket 
worn by Nancy Green.  A playful look at Olympic Mascots will be part of an interactive display in the 
exhibition, with viewers trying their luck at matching the mascot with its respective country.  Touch-
stones Nelson will also be serving as a “live site” during the 2010 Winter Olympic Games, providing a 
public venue where visitors can watch the Olympic coverage.   
 
 

Arthur Lakes: Geologist, Artist, Minister and Teacher 
����    January 30 to April 4, 2010 , Gallery B 
����    Opening Reception: Saturday, January 30  1-3pm 
From the permanent collection of Touchstones Nelson comes an exhibit of watercolour 
paintings by the multi-talented Arthur Lakes (1844-1917), a notable geologist, artist, 
writer, teacher and minister. Originally from England, he moved from Colorado to the 
West Kootenays in 1912 to be with his two sons, both of whom were working in the area 
as mining engineers.  Lakes produced a number of paintings around this time, depicting 
some of what he saw in and around the mines and countryside. 
 
 

Refuse Culture: Archaeology of Consumption 
Artist:  Ian Johnston 
����    March 27 to June 13, 2010, Gallery A 
����    Opening Reception: Friday, March 26  7-9pm (6:30-7:00pm Members’ Only Reception with the artist) 
����    Artist talk: Tuesday, April 6  7pm  
Refuse Culture: Archaeology of Consumption uses multiple installations and “installations 
of multiples” to consider the remnants and debris of human activity littering the planet’s 
surface.  Each installation revolves around an object or object fragment taken from daily 
life. Cell phones, plastic bags, car bumper covers, compact fluorescent light bulbs—these 
everyday objects are seldom disposed of with the same degree of order, reverence or 
celebration with which they were created and acquired.  By collecting these objects to-
gether, the works amplify a contemporary narrative of consumption.  Cast in porcelain, 
the objects mimic the archaeological evidence left to us from preceding generations and 
ask the viewer to question how the future might interpret our culture through these col-
lections of fragments.  Based in Nelson since the early 1990s, Ian is an architect turned 
sculptor with an active practice that includes a recent series of international residencies 
in China, USA, Denmark and Canada. 
 
 

Graduation Show for Selkirk College Digital Arts and New Media 
����    April 10 to April 18, 2010, Gallery B 
This exhibit features the work of graduating students from the Digital Arts and New Media program at Selkirk College. Stu-
dent work in a variety of traditional and electronic media will be displayed. The program provides a two-year Diploma of 
in-depth training in the design, development and production of new media on the Tenth Street Campus in Nelson. 
 
 

Graduation Show for Kootenay School of Art at Selkirk College 
����    April 24 to May 30, 2010, Gallery B 
This exhibit features the work of graduating students from the Kootenay School of the Arts at Selkirk College. Student 
work from each of the four studios: Clay, Fibre, Jewellery & Small Object Design and Metal will be displayed. KSA’s pro-
grams place emphasis on the skills necessary to become a successful and professional arts practitioner. Hands-on studio 
work combined with the study of design, drawing, history, and professional practices leads to an in-depth understanding 
and refined ability to apply the essential elements for success in the industry. 
 

Spring Exhibitions and Programming 

Danny McKay Ski Jumping at 
Ymir Road, Circa 1930s 

Touchstones Nelson 
Permanent Collection 

Bag Suite in Four Four Time 
Ceramic and metal shelving, 2009  

Installation detail 
Photo Credit:  Jeremy Addington 

Arthur Lakes  
Mine Dredge East Kootenays 

Watercolour/Pen and Ink , 1911 
Touchstones Nelson 

Permanent Collection 
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By Shawn Lamb 

It was a busy fall in the Shawn Lamb Archives, with no less than three different projects being undertaken by various staff 

and volunteers. 

One endeavour saw sixteen edited oral history interviews with individuals who worked in the West Kootenay Forests being 
digitized by Nicole Tremblay, thanks to financial assistance from the Ike Barber Digitization Fund.  These interviews can 
now be heard (with written transcriptions) at http://www.touchstonesnelson.ca/forests.   Don’t miss out on this unique 

piece of Kootenay history. 

Other undertakings saw Nicole Tremblay (with the assistance of Archive volunteers Joan Lang and Brian Holmes) arranging 
and describing the papers of Nelson native Edward L. Affleck, author of many local and sternwheeler history publications, 
and the organizing and conserving the photographic records of Nelson’s Stevens Studio.  Both these projects were made 

possible by project grants from the Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance (CKCA) and Columbia Basin Trust. 

Finally, a new group of family history inquirers has completed two of the four available seminars in the latest “Basic Ge-
nealogy” workshop series, while former attendees have been taking part in the Archives’ quarterly genealogy problem-

solving workshops. 

Capturing History in the Archives 

Putting Our Artifacts All in a Row 

By Shawn Lamb 

During the 2009 fall and winter seasons, Touchstones Nelson selected several artifacts 
from its permanent collection to feature in both the ROW and Visual Memoir exhibi-
tions.  Indeed, a special highlight of ROW was the collection’s rowboat, built in the 
1950s by Nelson’s Walton Boat Works.  In keeping with its theme on symbolic associa-
tions with water, ROW also starred three beautiful infant-sized baptismal garments and 

an intriguing selection of vessels for carrying, cooking and serving water. 

The current Visual Memoir exhibition (on until January 24, 2010) features a wide-
ranging selection of artifacts chosen by retiring Collections Manager/Archivist Shawn 
Lamb to help celebrate her 25 year career at the museum, a career that all began 
with a contract to catalogue a backlog of artifacts and archival items with Doreen 

Irving. 

2009 was a quiet year for the Collection, with a declared one year moratorium on collecting artifacts allowing our volun-
teer Harry Quesnel to complete the vital work of photographing all the 2008 accessions.  Dr. Brian Holmes has also used 
this period of time to conduct a much needed survey of the Society’s archaeological collections.  And while all this activ-
ity was going on inside the 402 Anderson Street location, L.X. Forde was busy keeping the grounds in good order.  Thank 

you to all the Collections volunteers for their invaluable assistance. 

English Birds in a Bell 
Jar, Early 20th Century 
Touchstones Nelson 
Permanent Collection 

Jumeau Doll, 
Late 19th Century 
Touchstones Nelson 

Permanent Collection 

Staff Profile:  Alex Dudley 

By Kaley Ewart 

Growing up in Ontario, Alex’s parents raised her with a keen interest in both art and history.  After 
attending university in Halifax, Nova Scotia, she made use of her dual citizenship and moved to Scot-
land, where she earned an MSc in Art History.  While Alex loved living in the UK (with its easy access to 

world-class museums and galleries), after a couple of years, she was ready to return to Canada.   

She landed in Toronto, but that city just didn’t feel right.  So, in 2001 she moved to New York to work 
at Christie’s Auction House (yes, the world-famous Christie’s), where she excelled in their Decorative 
Arts Department.  But while New York was fun for a spell, Alex yearned to come home to Canada once 

again and try to find work in the arts.  She made do with working at the National Post in Toronto for a few years before 

she was able to land a job at the Art Gallery of Ontario. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Alex Dudley 
Photo Credit: Gary Linn 
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Still, Alex wasn’t fulfilled.  A small town girl at heart, the big cities she had tried living in just weren’t the right fit.  
That’s when she visited Nelson for the first time, and realized this was the place where she was meant to be.  Returning 
to Toronto to tie up loose ends (giving notice at the AGO, a difficult thing to explain to those who thought she had landed 
her dream job!), she and her now husband packed up their car and headed West in 2004.  One of the first people she met 
in Nelson was Shawn Lamb, who encouraged her to get involved and be patient, since great things were unfolding.  Alex 
found work here and there, biding her time, until she was lucky enough to be hired at Touchstones Nelson just before its 

2006 opening.  And she hasn’t looked back since.  At Touchstones Nelson, she’s finally home! 

Staff Profile:  Alex Dudley (Continued) 

By Kaley Ewart 

Born and raised in Nelson, Bobbi Vecchio graduated from LV Rogers Secondary in 2008.  Bobbi 
began volunteering at Touchstones Nelson in March of 2009 and we can proudly say she has not 
missed one of her weekly shifts since she started.  Motivated to gain office work experience, 
Bobbi’s been invaluable at the Admissions Desk and Shop. Under the guidance of Alex Dudley, 
Touchstones Nelson Visitor Services Manager, this keen young lady has been learning new com-
puter and office skills.  As for her other activities, Bobbi enjoys playing the violin and is one belt 
away from achieving her black belt in Tae Kwon Do.  Go, Bobbi, go!  Thank you so much, Bobbi, 

for all your great work at Touchstones Nelson.  You’re a great member of the Volunteers Team. 

We would like to thank all of our volunteers for their ongoing support and dedication. If you are 
interested in volunteering at Touchstones Nelson, please contact Kaley Ewart at 250-325-9813 

ext. 465 or kaley@touchstonesnelson.ca. 

Volunteer Profile:  Bobbi Vecchio 

Bobbi Vecchio 
Photo Credit: Kaley Ewart 

By Kaley Ewart 

Family Days Workshops take place the second Sunday of every month. Register your child in any of our Family Days Work-
shops by calling Touchstones Nelson at 250-352-9813. Registration for artist workshops is required, as space is often lim-

ited. The materials required to participate in the listed workshops are included in the registration fee. 

Please note: To ensure all participants enjoy the workshop, an adult must accompany younger children and remain for the 
duration of the workshop. Adults accompanying younger children take part in the workshop at no cost. Please contact 

Touchstones Nelson if you have any questions. 

Identity: Printing Your Coat of Arts ���� January 10, 2010, 1:00-3:00pm 

Through a variety of printmaking techniques, children will be encouraged to create a unique coat of arms as an expression 
of their identity.  Children will first tour Becoming Canadian: A Flag Story to learn more about Canada’s symbols of iden-

tity. 

Roses are Red: Creative Movement and Festive Crafts ���� February 14, 2010, 1:00-3:00pm 

Touchstones Nelson invites families to celebrate part of their Valentine’s Day with us.  Enjoy a variety of Valentine’s Day 

inspired activities and participate in an instructed creative movement workshop. 

Rock Hounds: The Art of Science ���� March 14, 2010, 1:00-3:00pm 

Join us for an afternoon of geology related activities inspired by local artist and miner, Arthur Lakes, whose sketches and 

paintings will be on display at Touchstones Nelson from January 30 to April 4. 

Trashtastic: Trash to Treasure ���� April 11, 2010, 1:00-3:00pm 

Discover the possibilities of what you can create using recycled and reused objects when combined with inspiration and 

creative guidance.  Children will first tour Refuse Culture: Archaeology of Consumption in Gallery A. 

 

Family Days Programming 
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Staff Directory 
 
Executive Director: 
Leah Best—director@touchstonesnelson.ca 
 
Collections Manager/Archivist: 
collections@touchstonesnelson.ca 
 
Curator (shared): 
Rod Taylor—rod@touchstonesnelson.ca or exhibitions@touchstonesnelson.ca 

 
 
Curator (shared): 
Deborah Thompson—deborah@touchstonesnelson.ca or 
exhibitions@touchstonesnelson.ca 
 
Visitor Services Manager: 
Alexandra Dudley—shop@touchstonesnelson.ca 
 
Executive Assistant, Volunteer/Membership Coordinator: 
Kaley Ewart—kaley@touchstonesnelson.ca or info@touchstonesnelson.ca 
 

2009 Touchstones Nelson’s Year in Review 

August Artwalk artist Kim Howard had a 
beautiful display in the Touchstones Nelson 
lobby. 

Our March 2009 Family Days Program 
featured wet felting and Ukranian Pysanka 
egg decoration. 

Thank you the Nelson and District Credit 
Union for your generous support! 

Brent Bukowski’s FLOW installation. 

The Honourable Steven L. Point, Lieutenant 
Governor of British Columbia, being piped 
into Gallery A for the BC Historical 
Federation conference. 

Stanley Triggs appearing at his exhibition 
opening in March, 2009. 

Shawn Lamb retires after 25 years with the 
Society. 

The permanent collection’s rowboat featured 
in the ROW exhibition. 

Touchstones Nelson summer programming 
assistant Brittany Shannon facilitated 
fantastic workshops such as building toad 
houses. 

Members Exclusive:  Check out http://touchstonesnelson.ca/newsletters for more 
exciting 2009 Touchstones Nelson Year in Review images! 



JANUARY 2010 
Touchstones Nelson 

� January 7: Tour of Temporary Exhibitions A Visual Memoir: 25 Years at the Nelson 
Museum with Shawn Lamb and Becoming Canadian: A Flag Story, 5:00pm 

� January 9:  A Conversation with Shawn Lamb, 1:00-3:00pm 

� January 10:  Family Days Workshop, Identity: Printing Your Coat of Arms, 1:00-
3:00pm 

� January 16:  Wow Canada! celebration with Vivien Bowers 

� January 23:  Snow and Ice: A History of Winter Sports in Nelson Open House, 
10:00am-8:00pm 

� January 23 to March 21, 2010:  Snow and Ice: A History of Winter Sports in Nelson 
(Gallery A) 

� January 30:  Arthur Lakes: Geologist, Artist, Minister and Teacher Opening 
Reception, 1:00-3:00pm  

� January 30 to April 4, 2010:  Arthur Lakes: Geologist, Artist, Minister and Teacher 
(Gallery B) 

� January 30:  Archives Genealogy Workshop No. 3, 2-4pm 
  
Grand Forks Art Gallery (reciprocal program member) 

� Continuing to January 16, 2010:  Cosmic House - Point of Return: Kathleen Hill, 
Maggie Tchir installation 

� Continuing to January 16, 2010:  Mis-Takes: Disappearing Drawings,  Heather 
Passmore 

� Continuing to January 16, 2010:  Studio Watch: Mary Elliott Retrospective 
 
Langham Cultural Centre (reciprocal program member) 

� January 8:  The Annual Salon of the Arts 
  
Kootenay Gallery (reciprocal program member) 

� Closed for the season 

FEBRUARY 2010 
Touchstones Nelson 

� February 4:  Tour of Temporary Exhibitions Snow and Ice: A History of Winter Sports 
in Nelson and Arthur Lakes: Geologist, Artist, Minister and Teacher, 5:00pm 

� February 14:  Family Days Workshop, Roses are Red: Creative Movement and Festive 
Crafts, 1:00-300pm 

� February 15 to 21:  Heritage Week-look for fun activities at Touchstones Nelson! 

� February 27:  Archives Genealogy Workshop No. 4, 2-4pm 

� Continuing to March 21:  Snow and Ice: A History of Winter Sports in Nelson (Gallery A) 

� Continuing to April 4:  Arthur Lakes: Geologist, Artist, Minister and Teacher (Gallery B) 
 
Kootenay Gallery (reciprocal program member) 

� Open limited hours starting February 14 

 MARCH 2009 
Touchstones Nelson 

� March 4:  Tour of Temporary Exhibitions Snow and Ice: A History of Winter Sports in Nelson 
and Arthur Lakes: Geologist, Artist, Minister and Teacher, 5:00pm 

� March 14:  Family Days Workshop, Rock Hounds: The Art of Science, 1:00-3:00pm 

� March 26:  Refuse Culture: Archaeology of Consumption Opening Reception, 7:00-9:00pm 
(6:30-7:00pm Members’ Only Reception with the artist) 

� March 27 to June 13, 2010:  Refuse Culture: Archaeology of Consumption (Gallery A) 
  
Kootenay Gallery (reciprocal program member) 

� March 5 to April 25, 2010:  The Yukon and Beyond:  Jane Isakson and Catherine Deer 

� March 5:  Emerging Yukon Carvers Opening Reception 7:00pm 
 
Langham Cultural Centre (reciprocal program member) 

� March 5 to April 18, 2010:  Between the Lines, Arin Fay  

 APRIL 2010 
Touchstones Nelson 

� Continuing to June 13, 2010:  Refuse Culture: Archaeology of Consumption (Gallery A) 

� Continuing to April 4:  Arthur Lakes: Geologist, Artist, Minister and Teacher (Gallery B) 

� April 1:  Tour of Temporary Exhibitions Snow and Ice: A History of Winter Sports in Nelson 
and Arthur Lakes: Geologist, Artist, Minister and Teacher, 5:00pm 

� April 6:  Refuse Culture: Archaeology of Consumption Artist Talk, 7:00pm 

� April 10 to April 18:  Graduation Show for Selkirk College Digital Arts and New Media (Gallery 
B) 

� April 11:  Family Days Workshop, Trashtastic: Trash to Treasure, 1:00-3:00pm 

� April 14:  Touchstones Nelson Annual General Meeting, 6pm 

� April 24 to May 30:  Graduation Show for Kootenay School of Art at Selkirk College (Gallery 
B) 

 
Langham Cultural Centre (reciprocal program member) 

� April 23 to May 30 2010, Prince George artist Annerose Georgeson 

 
Touchstones Nelson: Museum of Art and History 
502 Vernon St., Nelson, BC V1L 4E7 
P 250.352.9813  F 250.352.9810 
www.touchstonesnelson.ca 

 

City of Nelson 

The Society recognizes the generous and ongoing support of the City of Nelson 
and the Province of British Columbia through the BC Arts Council and Gaming Revenue 

and premiere exhibition sponsor Nelson & District Credit Union 

By Alex Dudley 

In 2009, the Shop reached its full capacity, hosting 57 talented locals 
(both emerging and established in their crafts) whose talents encom-
pass watercolour, clay, jewelry and writing.  Some of these artists, like 
Robin Dupont and Maya Heringa, have been with us since the begin-
ning, but many were new to us, including Pamela Nagley Stevenson, 
Carol Reynolds and June Mills.  This past year, we also held two Mem-
bers Only Sales and ran a successful food drive for the Kootenay Kids 

Society and their Christmas Hampers.   

With 2009’s excitement behind us, the Shop is looking forward to a busy and lively year in 2010.  We’re 
mapping out our schedule not only for Members Only Sales but for several book launches, too.  The first 
chance to enjoy shop activities will be the celebration of the 10th birthday of Wow Canada! with author 
Vivien Bowers on Saturday, January  16, 2010.  Dr. Kenneth Morrow will be releasing his newest book 
this summer and we’re looking forward to hosting its launch in June or July – stay tuned for more de-
tails!  We’re also looking ahead and incorporating unique merchandise in support of the Society’s eleven 
upcoming exhibitions.  We’re continuing plans to broaden the selection of merchandise and craft, with 
more options for children, a greater selection of books and collectible pieces for the history buff, as 
well as more items at accessible prices.  And as always, we’re searching for new local talent to promote. Make sure to 

stop in and see what’s new, and check out the email and newsletter bulletins to find out about upcoming Shop events.  

The Shop staff would like to thank all of the artists, artisans and volunteers who help make it a success.  If you are an art-
ist interested in joining the Shop or for more information on any of the Shop artists or events, please contact the staff at 

352-8262. 

So Much in Store at The Shop! 

Calendar of Events (for further event listings, check out Nelson’s online cultural calendar at events.nelson.ca) 

Labradorite Bracelet by 
Sublime Design 

Photo Credit: Gary Linn 

Lamb Chop by 
June Mills 

Photo Credit: Gary Linn 

“A Summer Morning” card by 
Carol Reynolds 
Photo Credit: Gary Linn 

� 


