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Time to Roll! In case you missed Ken Watson’s 
article in the Society’s Annual General Report, 

plans to debut the Ladybird speedboat at community 
events this summer are well under way. The new 
custom trailer is almost complete and will be 
delivered to Nelson later this spring. A new location 
has been found to house the Ladybird after she is 
removed from the old museum building. The new 
location is secure and climate controlled and allows 
for easy access in order to tow the trailer to various 
events. Some minor tasks are still left to be done 
including the design of a cover for the boat and a 
portable viewing platform so people can see inside 
the cockpit. The Society Board gets full credit for 
making this project possible. Don’t miss your chance 
to see the Ladybird this summer. Stay tuned for events 
where she can be seen.

After a long winter, the Touchstones Nelson facility 
is looking a little worse for wear. We look forward to 
cleaning the building, installing a new banner on the 
turret (the last one was shredded in a wind storm), 
installing and repairing the windows in the turret and 
completing the 
new awnings 
that were 
installed in 
March. I think 
it’s fair to say 
the reviews of 
the new awnings 
have been 
mixed. The 
bright orange 
was selected 
to reflect 
the Society’s 

branding colours – orange and grey. New grey valances 
will be attached in May to complete the look. 
Whether good or bad – the building is certainly getting 
a lot more notice than in the past. 

In addition to the building improvements mentioned 
above, the two green transformer boxes that now 
hug the facility on Ward Street will be wrapped 
in an artist’s design – selected through a call for 
submissions. The poster cabinet that is now obscured 
by the transformer boxes will be repositioned 
further down the building. This project is being done 
in partnership with the City of Nelson’s Cultural 
Development Committee.

Great summer shows plus lots of events, like the 
second installment of the Antiques Appraisal Clinic 
on June 20-21, are the foundation of what we hope 
will be a terrific summer at Touchstones Nelson. We 
hope to see you and want to encourage you to bring 
your visiting friends and family for a peek.  Starting 
a Nelson visit with a good grounding in its history, 
art, and culture is a sure recipe for an enjoyable and 
informed experience.

The new custom 
trailer is almost 
complete and 
will be delivered 
to Nelson later 
this spring.
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May 17 to August 10
Gallery A
Curator: Rod Taylor

Opening Reception:  
Friday, May 16, 7-9pm

Member’s Preview at 6:30pm
Artist Talk on Thursday, June 5 at 7pm

Exhibitions May - June 2014

Courtney Villads Andersen: This is Relatively Urgent

This exhibition will feature 
work by well known long-time 

Nelson area resident and KSA 
instructor Courtney Andersen. 
Since coming to the area in 1993, 
much of his work has been shaped 
by a combination of reclaimed 
metal, his personal sensibility and 
a sharp pair of tin snips.    

“Humour reveals itself 
everywhere in my art, sometimes 
subtly, sometimes overtly. It is 
an important characteristic, and 
these materials appeared very 
appropriate for this. The off-cuts 
would provide an unexpected 
and oft times humorous design 
attribute. I enjoy uplifting the 
work with titles that bring a smile 
to the beholder.”   

From smaller pieces in cera cola 
(a cold, wax based medium) to 
large scale metal sculpture, this 
will be an opportunity to not 
only see the range of his work, 
but gain an appreciation for 
his sensitivity to material and 
intelligent humour. 

Confidence 2001  
Reclaimed metal, 

paint on wood panel 

Don’t miss the next installment of 

Nelson’s fast growing cultural event, 

Blue Night. Cultural venues throughout 

Nelson will be open with displays 

available for free to the public. 

Blue Night coincides with the opening 

of Touchstones Nelson’s Gallery A 

exhibition, This is Relatively Urgent 

Courtney Villands Andersen.

Blue 
Night 
in Nelson

Blue 
Night 
in Nelson
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Exhibitions June - September 2014

The Sons of Freedom, a distinct group of 
reformed Doukhobors based mainly in 

Krestova BC, gained worldwide attention during 
the early 1950’s. They burned their own houses 
to demonstrate rejection of material wealth and 
private property, and marched naked as a form 
of spiritual cleansing and protest. When a public 
demonstration was planned, photographer Jane 
Sloan often showed up before the police. A 
trusted outsider, she was invited by the Sons of 
Freedom to document their cultural activities 
and protests, and her evocative photographs 
quickly spread throughout Canada and parts of 
Europe via newspapers and publications such as 
Life magazine. 

Selected from the larger Stevens Studio 
collection in the Touchstones Nelson Archives, 
the photographs in this exhibit document a 
compelling chapter in the history of the Sons of 
Freedom Doukhobors, as well as our community. 
Although much of the collection has been made 
available for viewing online (at http://www.
flickr.com/photos/touchstonesnelson), this will 
be the first time the photographs have been 
exhibited publicly since they appeared in media 
outlets over six decades ago. 

Doukhobor woman stands in front of burnt house
Circa 1950s. Touchstones Nelson Archives

May 24 to September 7
Gallery B • Curator: Jessica Demers

Sons of Freedom Doukhobors: 
Photographs from the  
Stevens Studio Collection

August 16 to November 9
Gallery A • Curator: Jessica Demers

Opening Reception: Friday, August 15, 7-9pm
Member’s Preview at 6:30pm

Zeljko Kujundzic and the Early Years of the Kootenay School of the Arts

It was 1960, the 
beginning of the Age 

of Aquarius. Zeljko 
Kujundzic, a fifth 
generation artist from 
former Yugoslavia 
with a sometimes fiery 
disposition, was hired as 
the first principal of the 
newly formed Kootenay 
School of the Arts. 
For the next four 
years, he would 
impart rigorous 
studio practices inspired by his 
European training. Kujundzic taught 
his students to make their own art 
materials using locally sourced clay for sculpture, 
mineral pigments for mixing paints and metals 
for jewellery. Although he was only there for 
a relatively short period of time, his influence 

marked the 
beginnings not 
only of KSA, but 
perhaps also 
of Nelson’s re-
invention as the 
“Best Little Arts 
Town” in Canada.
With his bold 
lines, iconic 
imagery and strong 
compositions, 
Kujundzic’s own 
practice was 

a reflection not 
only of his own 
sensibility, but of 

the times themselves. Join us for this retrospective 
exhibit that explores Kujundzic’s diverse artistic 
practices, and traces the beginnings of the now 
iconic Kootenay School of the Arts. 

Zeljko Kujundzic paints while students look on
Circa 1959. Touchstones Nelson Archives
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Canada Day!

Programming 

National Aboriginal Day
Stone tool making  
and rope making  
workshop with  
Ric Bivar
Saturday June 21, 1-3pm
Ages 8 and up.  
12 participants maximum
Free with cost of admission

Antiques Appraisal Clinic
Friday, June 20 and Saturday, June 21
Tickets on sale on Friday, May 30

Back by popular demand, Touchstones Nelson 
will once again host an antiques appraisal 

day. This year’s special guest is Peter Blundell of 
Blundell Art and Antique Appraisals, from Vernon. 

Blundell will provide verbal opinions of market 
value on antiques and collectibles, with some 
exceptions. He cannot appraise jewelry, coins, 
stamps, guns or wristwatches. However, pocket 
watches and swords are acceptable. Individuals 
who have large furniture pieces are asked to bring 
in a portion of the piece, such as a drawer, along 
with a photographs and measurements.  

Fifteen minute assessments will be scheduled from 

Noon to 4pm on Friday, June 20th and 10am to 
4pm on Saturday, June 21st at the Touchstones 
Nelson facility (Gallery B). The fee is $35 for 
members and $45 for non-members per 15 minute 
session. All registrants must pre-register and pay in 
advance. Spectator tickets are free for members and 
$5 for non-members. Partial proceeds benefit the 
care and preservation of the permanent collection. 

Come visit our booth at Lakeside Park 
on Canada Day. Make a craft or play 

Canada Day trivia! 

Learn ancient survival skills through this 
hands-on workshop. Watch a demonstration 

on making a bone cutter and create your own 
bracelet using dog bane, one of the strongest 
plant fibres in the Kootenays. Learn to use tools 
and techniques that date back two million years. 

May 16 Blue Night. Member Opening: Gallery A Courtney Andersen
May 20 Summer hours begin (open 7 days a week)
June 20 & 21 Antiques Appraisal Clinic
June 21 National Aboriginal Day Workshop 
July 1 Canada Day at Lakeside Park
July 4 & August 1 ArtWalk Opening Night Receptions
July 2, 9, 16, 23 Baker Street Market
August 9 & 10 Columbia Basin Culture Tour
August 15 Member Opening: Gallery A Zjelko Kujundzcic

List of Spring 

& Summer 

Programming 

& Events
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Touchstones Nelson is pleased to announce the 
completion of an assessment of the historical 

City of Nelson records currently held in the Shawn 
Lamb Archives.  The records consist of city business 
related to residential and commercial building history, 
community development, and history of Nelson 
industry, fires, hydro, genealogy, etc. between 1897 
and the 1980s. The grant was funded in part by the 
City of Nelson and the Columbia Basin Trust.

The next project on the way from the Shawn Lamb 
Archives is the creation of an online exhibition 
entitled Discovered: Images of the Kootenay Outlet 
at the turn of the 20th Century. The project will 
digitize 152 glass-plate negatives that depict the 
Kootenay Lake Outlet area, including the communities 
of Procter, Balfour, Longbeach, Harrop, Nelson, 
Ainsworth and Kaslo; the Prairies; and even Europe, 
circa 1900-1910. The photos document Kootenay 
Outlet area homes, businesses, farming and logging 
industries, school and community events, landscapes, 
social groups and families. These photographic 
records demonstrate an area developing into a 
residential and agricultural centre at the time of 
growth in the fruit industry in the West Kootenay 
region. The landscape shows the scars resulting 
from many years of uncontrolled forest fires. As a 
collection, they fill an important gap in documenting 
the history of the Nelson region. Selected images 
will have a contemporary photograph juxtaposed to 
illustrate the changes in the area. This project will be 
completed in September.  

Archives & Collections — by Laura Fortier _________

Alexandra McGown
Dr. E. C. Arthur fonds

As usual, the Society’s collection is always 
growing thanks to the generosity of donors. 

A recent donation of note was received by George 
Coletti and Norm McLeod. Combined, the donation 
consists of 17 Diaries, 2 account books, a “French 
Prose” notebook, and some sundry papers that 
belonged to the late Dr. E.C. Arthur. 

If you want to learn more about these materials 
feel free to visit the archives or wait to read Ron 
Welwood’s article in BC Historical News.

Gladys, Orville, and Leitha Ogilvie from  
Discovered: Images of the Kootenay Outlet
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The Shop — by Alex Dudley ____________________

The Shop at Touchstones Nelson is gearing up for 
another exciting summer with new artists, new 

books, new products and exciting events.

Wedding season is upon us, and what better gift than 
a local, hand made keepsake?  We have something for 
every taste and budget!  In addition to handmade crafts, 
we are bringing some past favourite souvenirs, like the 
rock and fossil samples, glass and pewter tankards as 
well as some great new eco-crafty choices for kids.  Of 
course, don’t forget our popular tote bags, perfect for 
a gift, a souvenir or your groceries!  We welcome fresh 
additions to our existing collection on a regular basis so 
make sure to drop in and see what’s new!

We are very excited to have a table at this year’s 
Baker Street Market during the month of July. We will 
showcase our artists and souvenirs and be available to 
answer questions about our facility. It’s a great way to 
connect with our community and visitors. Stop by and 
see what’s new!  As always, we are excited be a part of 
ArtWalk this summer, joining other local businesses as 
a venue for some of the many talented Nelson artists.  
Opening nights will be Friday, July 4 and Friday, August 
1. In addition, we’ll be a stop on the Columbia Basin 
Culture Tour, Saturday and Sunday August 9 and 10. 
We hope to have some Shop artists in for the weekend 
doing demos and answering questions. It’s a great 
annual event worth checking out.

Touchstones Nelson: Museum of Art and History • 502 Vernon St., Nelson, BC V1L 4E7
P 250.352.9813 • F 250.352.9810 • www.touchstonesnelson.ca

The Society recognizes the generous and ongoing support of the City of Nelson and the Province of British Columbia 
through the BC Arts Council and Gaming Revenue and premiere exhibition sponsor Nelson & District Credit Union.

City of Nelson

STAFF DIRECTORY
Executive Director: 
 Leah Best—director@touchstonesnelson.ca

Curators (shared): 
• Rod Taylor—rod@touchstonesnelson.ca or  
 exhibitions@touchstonesnelson.ca 
• Jessica Demers—jessica@touchstonesnelson.ca or 
 exhibitions@touchstonesnelson.ca

Archivist/Collections Manager: 
 Laura Fortier—collections@touchstonesnelson.ca

Visitor Services Manager: 
 Alex Dudley — shop@touchstonesnelson.ca

Executive Assistant, Volunteer/Membership Coordinator: 
 Linda Sawchyn — linda@touchstonesnelson.ca  
 or info@touchstonesnelson.ca

Touchstones Nelson’s newsletter                     development courtesy of Good Look Graphics 

Member Monthly  
Shop Specials

10% off for Supporters, 20% off for Bronze, Silver &Gold

 May ____________ Cards, Prints & 
  Reproductions
 June ___________ Food Stuffs
 July ____________ Books
 August__________ Candles


