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Summer is the season that 
we gear up for visitors to 

Nelson. Traditionally, this has 
been the busiest time of year at 
Touchstones Nelson. In the summer 
of 2009, we saw our tourist 
numbers drop as a result of the 
world economic slowdown. Since 
that time, we’ve seen only a slight 
increase to these numbers. With 
summer upon us again, we hope to 
see more of a recovery this year. 

It is interesting to note that 
although the bulk of our visitors 
come from the same places (West 
Coast, Southern Alberta, Interior 
BC) and fit the usual demographic 
(seniors and families), we are 
seeing more European, Mexican 
and South American travelers. They 
tend to visit in the early summer 
– perhaps taking advantage of 
shoulder season rates?

There is considerable pressure as 
a one of Nelson’s main attractions 
(along with Baker Street, the 
Electric Tram, and Shambhala) 
to have a strong marketing and 
communications strategy. To 
this end, Touchstones Nelson 
reallocated operating funding to 

grow our marketing budget this 
year. Some of our new initiatives 
include a proposed overhaul of the 
website (which is now almost seven 
years old), developing a marketing 
and communications strategy with 
the help of a consultant, expanding 
our use of social media (we have a 
Facebook page, YouTube Channel, 
HistoryPin Flickr Photostream but 
are we using them as effectively 
as we can?), and improving the 
exterior marketing on the facility 
including a new, much larger turret 
banner that was installed last fall 
and new sandwich boards. The City 
of Nelson will be assisting us in 
having the exterior of the building 
cleaned. 

A fun and fantastic new addition to 
the building exterior is a sculpture 
installed on the Ward Street side 
of the building. The sculpture 
is part of the City of Nelson’s 
Cultural Development Committee 
program to bring more public 
art to the streets of Nelson. We 
think this a terrific addition to 
the building and hopefully it will 
draw more pedestrians down from 
Baker Street to check out the local 
museum and art gallery.

Executive Director’s Message — by Leah Best _______________
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Touchstones Nelson CONNECT • 2 • Spring & Summer Newsletter 2013

June 15 to September 15
Gallery A 
Curated by Jessie Demers

• Opening Reception: Friday, June 14, 7-9pm
• Members’ Preview: 6:30pm
• Artist Talk: Saturday, June 15, 3pm

Exhibitions - June to September 2013

Over the course of a year, Glenn 
Clark (Penticton) and Peter Corbett 

(Winlaw), traveled across Northern BC, 
painting the landscapes that would be 
impacted by the proposed Northern 
Gateway Pipeline. A selection of their 
plein air sketches and studio paintings 
will be shown alongside pertinent 
information about the region and the 
scope of the pipeline project. 

Stay tuned for events that will occur 
in conjunction with the exhibition, 
including a panel discussion and film 
screenings.

Glenn Clark and Peter Corbett  
Abandoning Paradise: The Northern Gateway Project

Kispiox Village Totem Park. 
Glenn Clark
40”x 50” Oil on canvas, 2012
Image courtesy of the artist.

Cut over Kitimat headwaters, Peter Corbett
8” x 10” Oil on canvas, 2012
Image courtesy of the artist.
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June 8 to September 8
Gallery B
Guest Curated by Greg Nesteroff

  

September 21 to November 17
Gallery A

September 14 to November 17
Gallery B

City in Flames: A Journey Through 
Nelson’s Fire History

Sergio Raffo: Sentient Clay

Nelson at War. (working title)

Exhibitions - June to November 2013

Exhibitions 
Coming This Fall. . .

Lieut. Hans Lehrke of the Nelson Fire Department lived 
in the Strathcona Hotel. He moved out in January, but 

four months later, on May 27, 1955, he was a volunteer 
firefighter battling to save lives as one of the most 
prominent hotels in Nelson burned to the ground. (Nelson 
Daily News, April 3, 1981)

The exhibit will tell the story of this fire and many others 
that have changed lives and transformed our community 
over the decades. It will also celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the Fire Hall on Ward Street in Nelson, and 
look at changes in firefighting methods and equipment.

Sergio Raffo is a Kaslo-based 
ceramics artist of Cuban 

descent. Raffo’s life-sized  
figurative ceramic works have 
been shown in Cuba, Mexico, 
Dominican Republic, the USA and 
Canada. This exhibition builds on 
an extensive body of work that 
centres upon the human form 
as an object of both social and 
psychological identification. This 
exhibition will be guest curated 
by Jennifer Cane, an independent 
curator and writer based in 
Vancouver.

This exhibit will 
commemorate 

Nelson’s involvement in 
wars past and will feature 
items from the permanent 
collection. 

During this exhibit, the 
military display in the 
permanent museum will 
be closed for redesign

Nelson Fire Department battles the Strathcona Hotel 
fire, May 27, 1955. Touchstones Nelson Archives

Terrestrial Series I. Sergio Raffo
170 cm x 55 cm. Ceramic sculpture, 2002. 
Collection of the Pan American Art Gallery.
Image courtesy of the artist.
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Join us on 
June 22, 

2013 from 
10am to 3pm 
at the Fire 
Hall for a 
community 
celebration 
and bbq. 

Nelson’s iconic  
Fire Hall 
building is 100 
years old. 

Activities 
include tours 
of the Fire 
Hall museum 
and building, 
speeches at 
noon, music 
and a plaque 
unveiling.

Nelson Fire Hall 100th Anniversary

Programming 

Touchstones Nelson and 
the Nelson and District 

Chamber of Commerce are 
teaming up to raise funds 
to purchase a trailer for the 
Ladybird and relocate her 
to a more accessible storage 
site.

Join us for beer and a burger, 
great music and good times as we honour one of the great 
ladies of Nelson.

Tickets are $35 and include a gourmet burger from the chefs 
at Whitewater Café, a Nelson Brewing Company beer (on 
site offering new samples), a silent auction and tours of the 
1950’s Cold War Era bunker located in the basement of the 
Gray Building.

Ladybird Fundraiser 
August 10th, 5pm to 10pm at 
Touchstones Nelson

Artist Profiles

Have you visited our YouTube channel 
or Facebook page recently? If so, 

you have probably seen some of our 
recent Artist Profile videos. Touchstones 
Nelson received a grant from the 
Columbia Basin Trust to assist in the 
production of short videos highlighting 
the artwork of local artists. The videos 
take you into the artist’s studio and give 
you insight into their creative process. 
Videos made to date include Courtney 
Andersen, Brent Bukowski and Carol 
Reynolds, among others. There are more 
to come!
You can watch the videos on YouTube  
http://www.youtube.com/user/
TouchstonesNelson
Or on our facebook page,  
www.facebook.com/pages/
Touchstones-Nelson-Museum-of Art-and-
History/62908084663

Touchstones Nelson Archives

Touchstones Nelson Archives
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In 2011, Touchstones Nelson completed the first 
phase of an image digitization project that, for 

the first time, provided online access to hundreds 
of photos from the Society’s archival collection. The 
photos are available for viewing through Touchstones 
Nelson’s Flickr® Photostream site: www.flickr.com/
photos/touchstonesnelson/.

Touchstones Nelson is proud to announce the 
completion of the second phase of this five-phase 
digitization program. This significant project created 
an online photo gallery, which will now give access to 
an additional 1000 negatives, available to the public 
at: www.touchstonesnelson.ca/exhibitions/photos/.

Images include photos by JH Allen, JD Spurway, Ross 
Fleming and the Nelson Daily News. The images depict 
the Kootenays, and more specifically the City of 
Nelson and District, its people, events, landscape, and 
buildings from the beginning of settlement to more 
recent times.

This project was made possible through the generous 
support of the Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance, 
the Columbia Basin Trust, and the Hamber Foundation.

Currently underway is phase 3 — a project that will 
create an online resource featuring 202 glass-plate 
and cellulose nitrate negatives believed to have 
been taken by Jacob “Jake” Melville Ludwig. These 
turn of the 20th century images depict interior British 
Columbia mining camps and equipment; trains, 
steamships and sternwheelers of the Columbia Basin 
and the Coast; towns and cities including: Nelson, 
Rossland, Vernon, Kamloops and Revelstoke, parks 
in Vancouver and Victoria and various government 
buildings. Also included are some images of the 

Yukon, Southern Alaska, and Northern California. 
These photographs are originals that have never been 
reproduced. This project is funded in part by the 
Irving K. Barber Foundation.

And finally, Touchstones Nelson Archives and 
Collections is thrilled to announce a new addition 
to the team. Kate Chandler, a Co-op student in the 
University of British Columbia’s School of Archival, 
Information, and Library Studies Program will be 
here for four months through a British Columbia 
Arts Council Special Programs grant. Kate will be 
responsible for appraising, arranging, describing, and 
preserving the Stevens Studio fonds, a collection of 
photographs, motion picture film, textual records, 
and ephemera donated to the archives in 2004. This 
collection contains a well-documented array of images 
depicting large industrial projects, scenic landscapes 
of the Kootenays, commercial portraits and scenes of 
the daily lives of Orthodox and Reformed Doukhobors, 
as well as Nelson businesses that operated 
predominantly in the 1950s and 1960s.

This project is of the utmost importance to the 
organization not only for its historical value, but 
also because it currently contains cellulose acetate 
negatives, which deteriorate and are hazardous to 
other materials in their vicinity. The project will not 
only allow for these negatives to be digitized, re-
housed, and placed in cold-storage, but also to placed 
on Flickr and the Online Photo Gallery. Please stay 
tuned for more news on this exciting new project and 
be sure to come down and welcome Kate.

Archives & Collections — by Laura Fortier _________

Online Photo Gallery

Alexandra McGown

Kate Chandler
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The Shop — by Alex Dudley _____________________

The Shop at Touchstones Nelson 
is gearing up for an exciting 

summer with new artists, new 
books, new products and exciting 
events.

Wedding season is upon us, and 
what better gift than a local, 
handmade keepsake? We have 
mosaic mirrors, beautiful bird 
houses, wood cutting boards (new!) 
and original artwork — something 
for everyone! In addition to the 
handmade crafts we are bringing 
some past favourite souvenirs, like 
the glass and pewter tankards and 
shot glasses as well as some new 
gift ideas like our retail consortium 
Basin Heritage shopping totes. We 
welcome fresh additions to our 
existing collection on a regular 
basis so make sure to drop in and 
see what’s new!

As always, we are excited be a part 
of ArtWalk this summer, joining 
other local businesses as a venue 
for some of the many talented 
Nelson artists. We are still waiting 

for the details of this year’s ArtWalk 
so stay tuned for more information. 
In addition, we’ll be a stop on the 
Columbia Basic Culture Tour, August 
10 and 11. We will have some Shop 
artists in for the weekend doing 
demos and answering questions. 
The Shop will make drop-in 
appearances at the Wednesday 
Baker Street Market on July 17, 24 
and 31.

Also, don’t forget our popular 
Monthly Feature program. 
Supporter Members receive 10% 
off and Bronze, Silver, Gold and 
Corporate Members receive 20% 
off selected items. Choose from a 
different selection every month!

Front and back of 
Retail Consortium Reusable Tote 
Image Credit: Heather MacAskill
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The Society recognizes the generous and ongoing support of the City of Nelson and the Province of British Columbia 
through the BC Arts Council and Gaming Revenue and premiere exhibition sponsor Nelson & District Credit Union.

City of Nelson

STAFF DiRECTORy
Executive Director: 
 Leah Best—director@touchstonesnelson.ca

Curators (shared): 
• Rod Taylor—rod@touchstonesnelson.ca or  
 exhibitions@touchstonesnelson.ca 
• Jessica Demers—jessica@touchstonesnelson.ca or 
 exhibitions@touchstonesnelson.ca

Archivist/Collections Manager: 
 Laura Fortier—collections@touchstonesnelson.ca

Visitor Services Manager: 
 Alex Dudley — shop@touchstonesnelson.ca

Executive Assistant, Volunteer/Membership Coordinator: 
 Linda Sawchyn — linda@touchstonesnelson.ca  
 or info@touchstonesnelson.ca

Touchstones Nelson’s newsletter                     development courtesy of Good Look Graphics 


