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Touchstones Nelson had a 
booming summer – with 

increased visitor attendance 
(including the most American 
tourists we’ve seen since the 
summer of 2008), a popular and 
provocative program series, Art and 
Activism (based on the exhibition, 
Abandoning Paradise: The Northern 
Gateway Project, and featuring 
our first rental of the Civic 
Theatre, a panel discussion held in 
partnership with the Express, and 
a plein air painting workshop with 
Peter Corbett), and a successful 
Ladybird re Launch fundraiser that 
raised funds for a new trailer and 
accessible storage for the Ladybird 
speedboat, the most celebrated 
artifact in the Society’s collection.

As autumn approaches we say 
goodbye to the summer tourists 
and hello to local seasonal 
favourites such as the annual 
Family Fair (October 27), fall shows 
(opening September 14 and 21) and 
the annual members sale presented 
by the Shop at Touchstones Nelson 
(November 16 and 17). New for this 
fall is an Antiques and Art Appraisal 
Clinic hosted by Touchstones Nelson 
and featuring independent, Vernon-
based appraiser, Peter Blundell. 
If you’ve ever wondered what the 

value of your family treasures 
are or if you’re an Antiques 
Road Show fan – don’t miss this 
great new event (October 18 and 
19). The Shawn Lamb Archives 
will launch yet another online 
archival digitization project 
titled, Snapshots of the West 
(October 26). And if you enjoyed 
the exhibition, Abandoning 
Paradise: The Northern Gateway 
Project, this fall is your chance 
to win a landscape painting by 
exhibition artist, Peter Corbett. 
Raffle tickets go on sale at the 
end of September with the draw 
on October 31. Only 200 tickets 
will be printed so purchase your 
ticket(s) early!

In the coming months we’ll embark 
upon several long term facility 
projects including revamping 
the museum military display by 
improving the design and adding 
more artifacts and information. 
And, as the nights grow longer, 
we look forward to completing an 
exterior lighting project of the 
facility and replacing the aging 
awnings on the building. 

See it. Experience it. Discover it. 
Win it.  Seems like a good slogan 
for this fall!

Plein air painting workshop, Gibson Lake  
(part of the Art and Activism program series)
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September 14 to November 24
Gallery B 
Curator: Rod Taylor

Exhibitions - September 14 to November 24

Did you know that the Boeing Aircraft 
Company operated a temporary 

production plant in the Civic Center 
during WWII, and that Boeing required 
the workforce of about 150 workers to 
be 65% female? 

Nelson At War will offer a glimpse 
into this and other aspects of Nelson’s 
involvement in World Wars I and II, as 
well as the Boer War. The exhibit will feature 
historic photos and news clippings from the 
Touchstones Nelson Archives, as well as artifacts 

from the Permanent Collection, such as a scale
model of the SS Formidable, the aircraft carrier 
from which Hampton Gray flew his final ill-fated 
mission in the dying hours of WWII. 

Nelson artist and author Susan 
Andrews Grace explores 

the corporeal and spiritual 
dimensions of life and death in 
her new body of work entitled 
Underwritten. She contemplates 
the “language of the earth’s 
beauty” through printmaking 
and sculpture that echoes the 
paths of insects etched in wood 
and the amorphous shapes in 
clouds. 

Reflecting upon her Catholic 
upbringing, Grace refers to 
religious iconography, but 
infuses it with imagery inspired 
by Charles Darwin’s research 
into worms and writing on 
Christian mysticism. The 

exhibition features a mixed media 
installation of ethereal silk clouds 
contrasted with earthy worms and 
burial shrouds, as well as a series 
of vibrant pages of screenprinted 
silk on paper and wood.

Lynn Dragone will open the 
exhibition with an unfolding 
movement ritual, presented 
through the calligraphic art form 
of “Big Brush”, which expresses 
birth, life and death, in one stroke 
— 7 pm sharp! 

Nelson at War

Susan Andrews Grace: Underwritten

Wood Vallance Window showing photographs of Nelson boys  
in World War II Victory Bond Appeal. Circa 1942.  

Touchstones Nelson Archives

September 21 to November 17
Gallery A  
Curator:Jessica Demers

Opening Reception: Friday, September 20, 7-9pm
Members’ Preview: 6:30pm
Artist Talk: Saturday, September 28, 3pm

Grammar of the Body, 
Generative(detail)

Susan Andrews Grace. 2013
Silkscreen print on silk organza, 

india ink, yupo paper, methyl 
cellulose on matboard. 7.5"x12"

Photo: Jeremy Addington
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November 30, 2013 to February 16, 2014
Gallery B. Curator: Jessica Demers
Opening Reception: November 29, 7-9pm
Members’ Preview: 6:30pm
Artist Talk: Thursday, December 5, 7pm

November 23, 2013 to February 2, 2014
Gallery A. 
Opening Reception: November 29, 7-9pm
Members’ Preview: 6:30pm
Artist Talk: Saturday, November 30, 1pm

Meghan Hildebrand:  
Restless Fables

David Alexander:  
The Shape of Place

Exhibitions - November 23 to February 16

This exhibition will feature new paintings by 
former KSA graduate Meghan Hildebrand. Her 

colourful semi-abstract works explore storytelling 
and re-imagined landscapes. Her ambiguous 
narratives and playful dream-like imagery draws 
the viewer in and invites them to create their 
own story drawn from their lived experience. 
Hildrebrand has maintained a very active art 
practice over the last 13 years, exhibiting her work 
in private and public galleries throughout Canada.

This travelling exhibition from the Kelowna 
Art Gallery presents paintings that survey 

Alexander’s international career of over 30 years. 
His lively renderings 
convey an immersion 
into the Canadian 
landscape. Alexander 
received his BFA 
from Notre Dame 
University in Nelson 
in 1979, and later 
completed his MFA 
at the University of 
Saskatchewan. 
His art is in many 
public, private and 
corporate collections 
throughout the world, 
including the Vancouver 
Art Gallery, Museum of London, University of 
Toronto and Concordia University in Montreal, 
Museum of Art in Iceland, and Canadian Embassies 
in Berlin, Beijing and Krakow.

Thundertouch (detail)
Meghan Hildebrand. 2013

Acrylic and oil on canvas. 30” x 45”
Image courtesy of the artist

With the following free activities . . .
•  Saturday, September 28 — Artist Talk with  

Susan Andrews Grace at 3pm in Gallery A

•  Saturday, September 28  — Admission by 
donation, free tour of the Permanent Museum 
Exhibition, including artifact handling, from  
11-12:30pm, as well as artist demonstrations in 
the Touchstones Nelson lobby.

Rememberance Day
Public Opening & Admission by Donation

Touchstones Nelson Celebrates 
BC Culture Days
September 27, 28, 29

Touchstones Nelson will be open from 11am to 
3pm on November 11 to encourage those at 

the City’s Remembrance Day ceremonies to visit 
the exhibition, Nelson at War.

Rims Around the Entrance
David Alexander. 2001.

Acrylic on canvas. 60”x 68”
Photo: Yuri Akuney
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Fall Fundraisers

We Would Like to Thank . . . 

Christina Belland (Visitor Services) returned from a six month student exchange in 
Paris, France and is entering her final year of the Selkirk College Business Program.
Kate Chandler (Archives) completed UBC’s Graduate Program in Library Studies 
this spring and is now entering the Archival Studies component of the Graduate 
Program. 
Alex McGown (Programming) graduated from SelfDesign High in June and is 
entering her first year in the Women’s Studies program at Langara College.

• Our Special Volunteer ________________

On July 25 Touchstones Nelson celebrated the 100th birthday of one of our 
cherished volunteers – Elizabeth (Betty) Moulton Golata. For the past 20 years 

Betty has volunteered in our archives recording and filing all of the obituaries 
of people who have lived in this area since Nelson was incorporated. Though at 
100 years she has mobility problems, she still comes to Touchstones Nelson two 
to four times a week to work on her project with the help of her daughter who 
also volunteers. We are gratefully for the thousands of volunteer hours Betty has 
contributed over the years and were honored to share her special milestone day 
with her. 

• Antiques Appraisal __________________
 Friday & Saturday, October 18-19
 Tickets: $35 for Members. $45 for Public. Spectators $5.

• Raffle ___________________________
 Draw Date: Thursday, October 31, at 4pm

Win a painting by Peter Corbett, similar to 15 Cut Block, Kitimat Headwater 
shown at right! Tickets are $10 each and they go on sale at the end of 

September. Only 200 will be printed so purchase your ticket(s) early!

Christina, Kate and Alex

Ever wondered about the value of your keepsakes or family treasures? Join us as 
we host independent antiques appraiser, Peter Blundell, who will provide Verbal 

Opinion-of-Market Values. He is a fully accredited Independent Art and Antiques 
Appraiser, consultant and lecturer, based out of Vernon, BC. He will provide up to 
three appraisals within 15 minutes. Book your appraisal early for a time slot.* 
* Please note – large items cannot be accommodated. Please bring a photo and, if possible, a portion of the furniture piece  
(like a drawer) if you wish to have a larger item appraised. No appraisals will be provided for jewellery, coins, stamps, guns  
and wristwatches (although pocket watches can be appraised).

• Our Summer Students ________________

 Sunday, October 27, 12-4pm 

Bring your family and friends down for a fun day of seasonal crafts, activities and 
treats. The Fair is happening later in the month this year, making it the perfect 

time to start celebrating Halloween and the Mexican holiday of Dia De Muertos! 
The museum, art gallery and archives will all be open. Admission by donation. 
Touchstones Nelson will donate half of all proceeds to Kalein Hospice Centre. 

• Fall Family Fair ____________________
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Touchstones Nelson is proud to announce the 
completion of an arrangement and description 

project by Kate Chandler, a Co-op student in 
the University of British Columbia’s School 
of Archival, Information, and Library Studies 
Program. Kate spent the last four months working 
with the Stevens Studio Collection in order to 
preserve it and make it more readily accessible. 

The collection consists largely of photographs 
that document life in Nelson, BC from 1947 to 
1985. The photos capture the conflict between 
Doukhobors and Canadian authorities, as well 
as the construction of several large industrial 
projects. Numerous photographs depict 
Nelsonites participating in social gatherings, 
competitions, businesses, clubs, and sitting 
for portraits. Aerial shots of the town and 
outlying areas are also included, as well as 
images of the boats that plied Kootenay Lake. A 
selection of photographs from the Stevens Studio 
Collection are available for viewing through the 
Touchstones Nelson’s Flickr® Photostream site: 
www.flickr.com/photos/touchstonesnelson/. This 
project was made possible through the generous 
support of the British Columbia Arts Council and 
the Hamber Foundation.

Launching on Saturday, October 26 is Snapshots 
of the West, an online resource featuring over 
200 images that depict life at the turn of the 
20th century. This project is supported by a 
grant from the Irving K. Barber Foundation. 
These photographs were presumably taken by 
Jacob “Jake” Ludwig, a harness and hardware 
store operator. Please come out and celebrate 
the launch of this fascinating collection with us!

Two items of note that were recently acquired 
by the Society are a restored c.1930s hydroplane 
motor and a scrapbook created by Alice Mary 
Holt.  Alice moved to the Kootenays after World 
War I to work at the Tuberculosis Sanitarium in 
Balfour. This book was donated “in the hope of 
enriching the lives of pioneers in the Kootenays, 
what they did to build up a community.”

On a sad note, beloved donor and photographer, 
Art Stevens, died suddenly on Friday, August 23 at 
the age of 86. Art had donated many of his prints, 
negatives, film reels, and ephemera to the Shawn 
Lamb Archives. His legacy will live on through 
his work. A celebration of life will be held at the 
Presitge Lakeside Resort on October 5, 1-5pm.

Archives & Collections — by Laura Fortier _________

Alexandra McGown

Two Men with Fishing Gear, [between 1890 and 1904] 
Jacob Ludwig Collection

Doukhobor Couple at Krestova, c.1950s 
Stevens Studio Collection
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The Shop — by Alex Dudley _____________________

What a summer! We participated 
in several community events this 

summer, including having a table at 
the Baker Street Market three weeks 
running. It is always a fun way to bring 
some of our Shop goods to the public 
but even better, markets the Society as 
a whole. ArtWalk was a great success 
with the return to two openings, one 
in July and one in August. We were 
part of the Columbia Basin Culture 
Tour again, but this year we made our 
mark, offering admission by donation, 
artist demonstrations and tours of the 
Permanent Museum Exhibit. 
Many of you may have already 
seen our new re-useable tote 
bags, a joint project with 
the Creston Museum, Sandon 
Historical Society, Rossland 
Museum and Burgess Shale 
Geoscience Foundation. The 
partnership allows smaller 
organizations like ours to 
take advantage of large order 
purchasing keeping the wholesale 
and retail costs low. Based on the 
success of the totes, I expect we 
will have more products lined up 
soon. If you have not seen them, 

come and check them out. At $3.00 
they are the best deal in town and are 
perfect for every day shopping, a gift, 
or even gift wrap!
We are thrilled to be one of a few 
select partners supporting local fabric 
artist, Kate Bridger’s upcoming book, 
The Fabric of Nelson. The book will 
include over 80 illustrations of Kate’s 
work portraying the character of our 
parks, neighbourhoods, landmarks and 
architecture. The book is expected to 
be released before Christmas, so stay 
tuned for details regarding its launch, 
here at Touchstones Nelson.  

The Christmas Market will return 
this year in November and the 
always anticipated Member and 
Volunteer-Only Sale will take 
place November 16 and 17.  
Also, don’t forget our new Monthly 
Feature program.  Supporter 
Members receive 10 % and Bronze 
through Gold receive 20% off 
selected items. Choose from a 
different selection every month!

Top: Kate Bridger’s Book
Bottom:  Retail Consortium Tote 

Image Credit: Heather MacAskill
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The Society recognizes the generous and ongoing support of the City of Nelson and the Province of British Columbia 
through the BC Arts Council and Gaming Revenue and premiere exhibition sponsor Nelson & District Credit Union.

City of Nelson

STAFF DIRECTORY
Executive Director: 
 Leah Best—director@touchstonesnelson.ca

Curators (shared): 
• Rod Taylor—rod@touchstonesnelson.ca or  
 exhibitions@touchstonesnelson.ca 
• Jessica Demers—jessica@touchstonesnelson.ca or 
 exhibitions@touchstonesnelson.ca

Archivist/Collections Manager: 
 Laura Fortier—collections@touchstonesnelson.ca

Visitor Services Manager: 
 Alex Dudley — shop@touchstonesnelson.ca

Executive Assistant, Volunteer/Membership Coordinator: 
 Linda Sawchyn — linda@touchstonesnelson.ca  
 or info@touchstonesnelson.ca
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